ErfurtCard or TravelCard

Your 48-hour discovery ticket
Get ready to explore!
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For information on how to book and about the anniver-
sary, please contact

Erfurt Tourist Information | Benediktsplatz 1| 99084 Erfurt

Phone: +49(0)361 66 400
info@erfurt-tourismus.de
www.erfurt-tourismus.de/en

Opening times:
Mon-Sat: 10am - 6pm
Sun/public holidays:
10am-3pm
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Shops and galleries on

Café Nusslein
www.cafe-nuesslein.de

>Haus zum Roten Turmc« hotel
www.hotel-kraemerbruecke.de

Goldhelm Eiskramer (ice cream)
Kramersuiten hotel

Goldhelm chocolate
www.goldhelm-schokolade.com

Tilibom — handcrafted
teddy bears www.tilibom.de

Ceramics studio
Isabel Franke

<« Steps to Antiques
Gera Sybille Wetzel
Residential

Specialist coin shop
www.muenzfachgeschaeft.de

ARTenVielfalt Erfurt studio & gallery
www.schatton.art

Shop window Tintenherz
Shop window Jiirgen Valdeig

Galerie Schmuck & Objekt jewellers
www.wolff-brinckmann.de

Thuringian Association of Visual
Artists www.vbkth.de

Glaskunst Gutgesell glassware
www.glasgestaltung-gutgesell.de

Erfurter Blau - woad handicraft
www.erfurterblau.de

Theatrum Mundi - mechanical theatre
www.martin-gobsch.de

Palim Palim! - History & Stories
Coco Ruch und Annette Seibt
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the Merchants’ Bridge

Historical City Tour

0
\ Discover Erfurt’s charming old town with
N 7’\7 S our compact and easy-to-use city guide.
w This handy brochure takes you on a journey through

United Methodist Church

www.atlas.emk.de/emk-erfurt/ centuries of history, right through the heart of one of

Germany’s most beautiful medieval city centres.
Thuringer Spezialitatenmarkt deli

www.thueringer-spezialitaetenmarkt.de Available in the following languages:

= Arabic
B Chinese

Denk mal an...
Art, crafts and gifts

engish

B English
) LN French
Galerie Leuschner —art = Hebrew
www.leuschner.art LR [talian o S UE
Kardamom Spices from Rathaus- Le Japanese E
around the world bridge = Dutch
> = Polish
Left-handed shop B Russian
www.linkshaenderladen-erfurt.de E= Swedish
Kleinformat Beate Kister - art Spanish

www.kleinformat.info

Maboni eco fashion that grows You can purchase

with kids www.maboni.de the brochure atthe
Erfurt Tourist

Leuchten lamps www.non-wovens.de Information

Herrlicht wooden frames for glasses for 2,50 €.

Café Lamm
Britta Werner

Tintenherz - books and games
www.buchhandlungtintenherz.de

Qnik Papeterie stationery shop
www.gnik.de

Haus der Stiftungen Permanent
exhibition about the Merchants’ Bridge

l'escargot wine merchants 53
Ewa Zakrzewska P cimericie

BRIEFMARKE INDIVIDUELL

o " »
Erfurt © Beate Kister
Deutsche Post

Stilleben home accessories

www.stilleben-online.de ) ) . .
The exclusive anniversary stamps featuring drawings by

Merchants’ Bridge artist Beate Kister are available from various

www.kraemerbruecke-erfurt.de/en shops on the Merchants’ Bridge.

Virtual view of St Benedict’s

Church

St Benedict’s Church once stood at one end of the Mer-
chants’ Bridge (near Benediktsplatz square), the counter-
part of St Giles Church at the other end. It was demol-
ished in 1895. The outline of the former church has been
traced in natural stone at its original site. And you can
see a virtual representation of it by scanning the QR code
at the location to enjoy a 3D augmented reality view at
www.erfurt-tourismus.de/benediktikirche

Merchants’ Bridge >talking stones«

Awalking tour with twelve stops around, alongside

and on the bridge. Simply scan the OR stickers to gain
insights into the history and contemporary life of the
bridge. The free tour starts from either entrance to the
bridge, at Wenigemarkt or at Benediktsplatz square, and
is available around the clock.

700 euro competition

The city management has launched an exciting interac-
tive competition for the anniversary year, with pictures
showing details of some of the 32 houses on the Mer-
chants’ Bridge that need to be identified.

The winner will be drawn from all correct submissions
and will receive € 700 — one euro for every year since
the construction of the Stone Merchants’ Bridge.

Details of the competition and how to take part are
available at www.kraemerbruecke-erfurt.de/en
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In 2025, a remarkable architectural monument

is celebrating its 7ooth anniversary - the stunning
Merchants’ Bridge in Erfurt. A whole range of
events and activities are taking place around the
bridge throughout the year - come and join the
celebrations!
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Merchants’ Bridge

This heritage-listed cultural monument is the longest
bridge in Europe lined with houses along its entire
span. Closely linked to the historical Via Regia trade
route, the city of Erfurt was a vibrant trading hub in the
Middle Ages.

The bridge was first mentioned in records in 1156 as
pons rerum venalium - bridge of traded goods —and it
remains a great place for leisurely window shopping
to this day. All sorts of merchants and craftsmen used
the bridge to transport or sell their wares, including
traders, apothecaries and goldsmiths. Krdmer is an old
German word for merchant, which is why the bridge is
known as Kramerbriicke in Germany.

History of the bridge

1156: First mention of 1325 Completion of the
the preceding wooden stone bridge

truct o e
srucure ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, » Trading links are estab-

» Emergence of small lished, particularly from
wooden huts on the Hanseatic cities to Upper
bridge from which traders ~ Germany and from the
sold their wares Rhine to Poland, but also

» Repeated destruction  Jorbevend

incity fire

» There used to be a
church at either end of
the bridge (east and
west), St Giles at the
eastern end remains

1472: Severe damage dur-
ing the great fire of Erfurt

from 1472: Construction
of permanent houses and
shops (from now on the
bridge is always inhab-

6 The council ted)

16th /17th /18th century:
The 62 half-timbered
houses are gradually
merged into 32 buildings

begins to acquire the » The bridge is widened
bridge rights from the to 26 metres by adding
monasteries in order trusses

to expand it » Vaults are created in

the bridge piles

1895 St Benedict’s Church
is demolished when the
Rathaus bridge is built.

The 32 timber-
framed houses on

6 bridge arches

... 1n numbers
made of sandstone

The bridge piles contain

Width:19 m
9 cellar vaults. <

(stone arches)

today were created
by merging over 60
existing buildings.

Height:22 m Approx. 50 people live on the 3 :
incl. buildings ~ Merchants’ Bridge. groseeeeneeees .
Traces of Gothic, @Qm . NS
Renaissance, | i

Baroqueand | ;
late 19th 15 of the inhabitants and about |
century i 150 other people work here. §

architecture. ‘ .‘ .‘ )
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Western end

Benediktsplatz The arches span 2 arms of the Gera river.

the Merchants’ Bridge — 1

A Entrance to Merchants’
Bridge from Benediktsplatz

There is now an office
building on the site.

1985/86:
The bridge and its vaults
are thoroughly restored

PR . Easternend
Wenigemarkt

St Giles Church
1325 stone building
with archway at one
end of the bridge

Height: 33 m

to top of spire

128 steps
to platform with
views across Erfurt

e Via Regia s>

Europe’s most impor-
tant east-west link

3‘»—> 7th Bridge arch under house no. 15

b > Span of the bridge arches: 6,5 mand 8 m

Selected events in the
anniversary year

For all events see
www.kraemerbruecke-erfurt.de

5 September 2025, 7 pm // St Giles Church
» United Methodist Church, Erfurt

Organ recital for the anniversary of bridge and church
From Westminster Abbey to Notre-Dame —
improvisations by Joachim Thoms
www.atlas.emk.de/emk-erfurt

9 -14 September 2025 // Erfurt city centre
» Erfurt City Council, Culture Department

Heritage Days at the Merchant’s bridge

The opening event will take place on 9th September
at 6:30 p.m. at the historic bridge, marking the start

of five days filled with tours, exhibitions, and concerts
in monuments and historic buildings across the city.
www.erfurt-tourismus.de/events-veranstaltungen

19 September 2025 // Wenigemarkt, Merchants’ bridge

ESSTIVAL2025

Experience the second >ESSTIVAL« on 19th September
from 6:00 p.m., as culinary delights, light installations,
and music transform the area into a vibrant celebration.
www.erfurt-tourismus.de/events-veranstaltungen

20 September 2025, 11 am // Merchants’ Bridge
» Thuringian Association of Visual Artists
& Round Table 221 Erfurt-Altstadt

Kinder.Kunst.Fest (Kids.Arts.Festival)
celebrating International Children’s Day and
2025 Open Studios Day
www.kuenstler-thueringen.de

Merchants’ Bridge guided tour

Discover the amazing Merchants’ Bridge:
A journey through history with sweet treats

To mark the 700th anniversary of
the Merchants’ Bridge, we’re invit-
ing you on a fascinating guided
tour that combines history and
culture with a few tasting ses-

sions.

As experienced guides relate remarkable tales and
anecdotes they bring the bridge — the longest in Europe
with inhabited buildings along its entire length — and
its surroundings to life. You'll see the bridge from a
wide variety of perspectives and get the chance to take
some truly memorable photos.

As a special treat, you’re not just going to see and hear
but also taste! Look forward to trying some delicious
eggnog and the irresistible bridge truffles - fine choco-
late that stirs up fond memories and perfectly comple-
ments the history of the Merchants’ Bridge.

Dates: 1 April - 310ctober 2025 (only in german)
every Sunday at 10.30am

Duration: 1.5to2 hrs.

Meet at: Erfurt Tourist Information
Benediktsplatz 1

Price: Public guided tour (only in german):

€20 per person incl. tastings

Group guided tour:
€280 for up to 15 people

Please note:

There are no guided tours during
the Merchants’ Bridge Festival
on15Jjune.

Information and booking: www.erfurt-tourismus.de/en

If you would like to discover more of Erfurt,
other public guided tours are available to
book at: www.erfurt-tourismus.de/en

Prior notice is required for group tours that are organised
exclusively for you:
Tel. +49(0) 36166 40 120 | citytour@erfurt-tourismus.de



