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Ilia Papandreou
I am an opera singer at Erfurt Theatre and 
I love living in Erfurt. It has everything you
could want of a city, without any of the stress 
or hecticness. There are fabulous cafes and
restaurants, beautiful parks and of course our
sensational theatre. I'm especially fond of the 
old quarter with its picture-perfect lanes and 
its Italian-style squares. It's so peaceful and
welcoming, I feel perfectly at home in Erfurt!
It's time everybody realised what a gem this 
city is!

Ralf Fischerß
I'm Erfurt born and bred, so I feel a
close connection to the city and its
heritage. Growing Erfurt watercress –
the main crop cultivated by founder of
commercial horticulture Christian
Reichart has become my life's work.
When I'm not working I like to explore
the great outdoors or ride my bike in and
around Erfurt.

-
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Maria Seifert
200 m bronze medal winner at the 2012

Paralympic Games in London

My favourite spot in Erfurt has to be
Domplatz square with the cathedral and the
Church of St. Severus. Petersberg Citadel is
the place to go for a fantastic view of the
square. There's always something going on
there and lots of people to see, with concerts,
performances, St. Martin's day celebrations
or even just the market and all its stall -
holders. When the sun shines, I love to sit
outside an ice-cream parlour and watch the
world go by.

:

: :

Katsusaburo Saburi
It is my ambition to bridge the cultures between
Germany, Thuringia, Erfurt and Japan. Ten
years ago I founded GINKGO GmbH, a cultural
association for Japanese cuisine, and I'm a
technical interpreter and translator. 
My Japanese restaurant GINKGO is located on
Pergamentergasse in the heart of the old quarter. 
I also take Japanese visitors on guided tours of
Erfurt to help promote youth exchanges between
Germany and Japan. I am hopeful that these
ventures will raise the profile of this medieval city
even higher, and attract lots more Japanese
tourists to Erfurt. That's why the support of the
Erfurt Tourism and Marketing Board is so
important to me.
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Whether you arrive at the award-win-
ning InterCityExpress station or via the
excellent autobahn links, Erfurt is the
place to be. The city was already an im-
portant trading hub in the Middle Ages,
owing to its central location at the cross-
roads of two major European trading
routes, the Via Regia and the Nuremberg
Geleitstrasse. Today, in its role as the re-
gion’s main urban centre, Erfurt unites
many different cultures and lifestyles.
As a university city it offers excellent
prospects and it is also an important
business location. 

What looks like a random list of names
and ideas is in fact a snapshot of Erfurt,
the Thuringian state capital, and it’s a
list that is far from complete. It is of
course possible to describe Erfurt, a city
that dates back nearly 1,300 years, but
it’s much better to see, smell, taste and
experience it for yourself. That is the
only way  to truly appreciate its many
facets. Located in the lush heart of 
Germany and at  the centre of Europe,
Erfurt is quick and easy to get to.

an invitation to erfurt

Cathedral Steps theatre festival, Martin Luther, bratwurst, Gloriosa, Gunda Nie-

mann-Stirnemann, Erfurt Treasure, KI.KA children’s TV, shopping, families, photo-

voltaics, conference venues, Merchants’ Bridge Festival, Goldener Spatz festival,

garden city, Petersberg Citadel, Clueso, Bibliotheca Amploniana, Thuringian

dumplings, Synergura, Willy Brandt and the Old Synagogue. 

Erfurt Tourist Office invites you to come
and enjoy a warm welcome in the mod-
ern capital of Thuringia. We hope this
guide will give you a flavour of what
there is to see and do in Erfurt and will
help you plan and enjoy your trip. 

We're looking forward to your visit!

Merchants' bridge
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Travel
information

Centrally located in the heart of
Germany and Thuringia, Erfurt is
almost 1,300 years old and has one of
the best preserved medieval town
centres anywhere in the country.

The city's excellent transport links put it
within a few hours of many German
and European cities – by road, rail or air.

www.erfurt-tourismus.de

Central station
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Distances between 
erfurt and other major 
cities in Germany

Berlin 300 km 2 hrs 35 mins

Dortmund 300 km 3 hrs 50 mins

Dresden 210 km 2 hrs 40 mins

Düsseldorf 385 km 4 hrs 10 mins

Frankfurt 250 km 2 hrs 20 mins

hamburg 360 km 3 hrs 45 mins

hanover 215 km 2 hrs 20 mins

Kassel 190 km 1 hr 50 mins

cologne 365 km 3 hrs 40 mins

Leipzig 140 km 1 hr 10 mins

Munich 400 km 4 hrs 10 mins

Nuremberg 225 km 2 hrs 25 mins

Rostock 480 km 5 hrs 50 mins

schwerin 475 km 4 hrs 10 mins

stuttgart 330 km 3 hrs 45 mins

Journey 
time by train

autobahns

a4 Frankfurt/Main–Dresden
Erfurt-West or Erfurt-Ost exits
a71 Schweinfurt–Erfurt 
Erfurt-Bindersleben
exit (airport/exhibition centre)

1

By air

erfurt-Bindersleben airport
Flughafenstrasse 4
(5 km from the city centre)

2
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caravaning

– Thüringenhalle P+R (7 spaces)
– Messe P+R (4 spaces)

Taxi

To call a taxi:
+49 (0) 361 55 555
+49 (0) 361 666 666

6

5

* charge applies  /  ** for special and major events 40 max. incl. overspill  /  *** possible structural restrictions

cycle hire

Nextbike hire service
(bike-sharing scheme)
Tel.: +49 (0)30 6920 5046,
www.nextbike.de
9 hire locations

cycle parking at the main station
350 spaces (plus 32 bicycle lockers)

'Towns of Thuringia' 
long-distance cycle route/
Gera long-distance cycle route (p. 28, 57)

Low-emission zone

Only vehicles that meet Euro 4 emissions
standards (green disc) are permitted to
drive inside Erfurt's low-emission zone. 
coaches
A general ruling, valid until 31 December
2014, permits Euro 3 coaches (vehicle
class M2 and M3, yellow disc, no filter up-
grade) to drive inside Erfurt's designated
low-emission zone. This allows coaches
unrestricted access to the city centre. 
Motor homes 
Special dispensation can be granted to
drive a motor home into the low-emis-
sion zone. Application forms are avail-
able from www.erfurt-tourismus.de.

8

7

Coach parking Number of Toilets Public Waste facility Taxi rank
parking bays telephones

Cathedral Square* 15 yes yes yes (container) yes

Günterstrasse* 5** yes – – –

Ega gardens 10 – yes yes (container) yes

Messe Park+Ride 5 – – yes –
(exhibition centre)

Near Radisson* 12*** yes yes yes (container) yes
Blu Hotel/
J.-Gagarin-Ring 
Nord***

Vehicle washing Erfurter Verkehrsbetriebe AG transport company, Am Urbicher Kreuz
facilities

By rail

InterCity/EuroCity and InterCity
Express services, CityNightLine

Motorcycle parking

– Anger 1 multi-storey car park entrance
(10 spaces)

– Domplatz (2 locations, 6 spaces each)
– Forum (12 spaces)

3

4

Central station
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Public transport

Erfurt's extensive public transport net-
work – winner of the European Local
Transport Award – is the fast, comfort-
able and reliable way to get around
town. A tram ride through the city 
centre is an excellent way of seeing 
the prettiest streets and squares, and
special services in the evenings and at
night whisk you to your destination. 
Connections are guaranteed after 9 pm.

Tickets
Tickets can be bought  at ticket machi-
nes (with cash or electronic cash card),
on trams and buses, at tram stops, bus
stops, the EVAG Centre at Anger and any
sales point displaying the “EVAG-Punkt”
sign. For individuals and groups of up to
five people, single or day tickets are the
most  straightforward.

Why wait? 
Travel straight away with regional trips
With single, day, and group day tickets,
Erfurt presents a variety of options for
visitors to Erfurt or occasional passen-
gers. Tickets are available from the ma-
chines at selected stops and on board 
all vehicles. Bus passengers can also buy
tickets from the driver.

Day tickets and group day tickets
Enjoy unlimited travel within the speci-
fied fare zones all day until 3am the fol-
lowing morning. A regular day ticket is
valid for one person. A group day ticket
covers travel for you and your friends or
family. Up to five people can travel all
day within the specified fare zones until
3am the following.

The erfurtcard: 
one ticket for all of erfurt 
Want to discover the best of Erfurt? 
Then pick up an ErfurtCard for unlimited
travel on all EVAG routes in the metropo-
litan area (zone 10), admission to all 
Erfurt's municipal museums and a guid -
ed tour called 'Erfurt – A Fascinating 
History Experience.' (p. 11)

accessible transport
We make it easier for wheelchair users,
older people and passengers with
pushchairs to use public transport. 
Nearly all tram stops and major bus
stops are designed for passengers with
restricted mobility. What's more, most
tram and buses are low-floor vehicles.

Tram stop at central station

Fischmarkt 
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am stadion multi-storey car park
Johann-Sebastian-Bach-Str. 2a

Am Stadion multi-storey car park offers
plenty of parking for visiting the sports
complexes in south Erfurt. There is also
a Park&Ride from here – a quick and
easy journey into the city centre by
tram.

Location: at Erfurt-Süd sports complex
Places nearby:
Südschwimmhalle indoor pool,
Steigerwald stadium, ice arena,
indoor athletics centre

On entering the city centre, please fol-
low the parking information system
(Parkleitsystem), the most efficient
way of finding a space in a multi-storey
car park. This also shows the number
of free spaces in each car park.

Further information is available via our
information hotline +49 (0) 361 564 1666,
email: parken@stadtwerke-erfurt.
de and www.erfurt.de

Multi-storey car parks

Domplatz (Cathedral Square) and
Hauptbahnhof (main railway station)
multi-storey car parks are ideally placed
for visiting the city centre and the
many sights, cultural highlights and
restaurants.

Domplatz multi-storey car park
Bechtheimer Strasse 1

Location: right next to the cathedral,
German Automobile Association (ADAC)
recommended
Places nearby:
Cathedral and Church of St. Severus,
Petersberg Citadel, Fischmarkt square,
town hall, Natural History Museum

hauptbahnhof (main railway station)
multi-storey car park
Willy-Brandt-Platz 2

Location: next to Erfurt main railway
station (ICE trains)
Places nearby:
Main railway station, city centre incl.
Bahnhofstrasse and Anger pedestrian
area, Anger museum, municipal park.

Thomaseck multi-storey car park 
Thomasstrasse 83

Location: just a few minutes' walk from
the Anger pedestrian area
Places nearby: pedestrian area on
Anger/Bahnhofstrasse for 
city centre shopping

Forum 1-4 complex
Hirschlachufer 7/8

Location: next to the Forum on Anger
with shopping mall, close to Anger
pedestrian area
Places nearby:
Anger pedestrian area and shops,
Anger Forum F1, city centre

Car park entry at Cathedral square

Anger

View from the Cathedral 

Cathedral square
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erfurt-Weimar airport

Binderslebener Landstrasse 100 
99092 Erfurt

Tickets/reservations
Tel. +49 (0) 361 656 2200
Fax +49 (0) 361 656 2222
www.flughafen-erfurt-weimar.de

Public transport
Tram no. 4 from the main railway
station (Hauptbahnhof) to the airport
terminal, journey time approx. 
20 mins. 
timetable information
Tel. +49 (0) 361 194 49

Direct to the airport
– exit the A4 at the Erfurter Kreuz

intersection towards Erfurt-
Bindersleben

– take the A71, then the B7 exit to the 
airport

– journey time from the Erfurter Kreuz 
to the airport is approx. 10 minutes.

Alach

Bindersleben

Abfahrt
Erfurt-Mitte

Gotha

Sömmerda

B7

A71

A4
A4

A71

A71

B7

Eisenach
Frankfurt a.M. 

Kreuz
Erfurt

Erfurt
Messe

IKEA

Schmira

Dresden
Nürnberg
München

Erfurt
Zentrum

Flughafen
Erfurt-Weimar

Erfurt
Messe

10% off at:

– Erfurt New Theatre
– Die Arche e.V. cabaret
– Erfurt Puppet Theatre
– “egapark” gardens 

(incl. horticultural museum)
– indoor and outdoor pools in Erfurt
– Die Schotte young people's theatre
– Augustinian monastery guided tour
– Thuringia Zoo

Gives you completely free:

– travel on Erfurt's public transport
– admission to the municipal museums
– guided walk “Erfurt - 

A Fascinating History Experience”

Guided tours at specially reduced prices:

– Climb up to the Petersberg Citadel
– Erfurt Tour sightseeing tour by tram
– Flying visit to Petersberg hill
– Torchlight Tour of the Petersberg Citadel’s

Casemates and Underground Passageways
– Old Quarter Tour
– City Tour with iGuide
– Geocaching in Erfurt

You can also get discounts on various
products from the erfurt souvenir collection.

hotline  +49 (0) 361 - 66 400      

our erfurt partners have a superb value-for-money offer for your trip to erfurt

Great price, great offers...

eRFuRTCARD

The ErfurtCard is only available from Erfurt tourist information on Benediktsplatz.

14,90 €
48 hours

Airport



For information on prices, booking 
conditions and terms and conditions
visit our website www.erfurt-
tourismus.de, send an email to 
citytour@erfurt-tourismus.de or call us
on +49(0) 361 66 40 120.

We have great pleasure in presenting
a city whose medieval heart has been
so extensively and authentically pre-
served.
To experience Erfurt's historical atmos-
phere to the full, stout footwear is rec-
ommended for the guided tours, e.g. 
to the underground passageways at 
Petersberg Citadel. Pets are not allowed
on the Erfurt Tour or the Old Quarter
Tour.

Erfurt Tourism and Marketing Board
offers a regular and wide-ranging pro-
gramme of public guided tours. For
groups, we can also organise tours all
year round to take special account of
any particular requirements you might
have. You decide if it is convenient for
you to join a public guided tour or if you
prefer a guided group tour and give us
prior notice for tours that need to be
specially organised for you, preferably
by using the enquiry form or visit 
www.erfurt-tourismus.de
On request, we send you the notes on
guided walks and organised tours.

Special offer for guests with 
restricted mobility

Inside our 'Erfurt
for everyone'
travel guide you
will find further
recommendations
for accessible
tourism in Erfurt
for blind and par-
tially sighted peo-
ple, deaf people

and visitors with restricted mobility. 
For more information visit 
www.erfurt-tourismus.de

Guided Tours
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erfurt – a Fascinating history experience [ 2 hours ]1

Public Guided tours and Guided tours for groups

Duration:
approx. 2 hours
(unless otherwise indicated)

other languages:
English, French, Italian, Spanish,
Russian, Japanese, Bulgarian

Public Guided Tours 

Dates and times of public  guided tours
do vary depending on the time of year.
Price is from € 7 per person.  
Further information is available at
www.erfurt-tourismus.de.

Public guided tours are only in 
German. 
However, we also have iGuide audio
tours available for hire.
This city guide is available from the 
Erfurt Tourist Information office,
Benediktsplatz 1. 

Guided Tours for Groups

We can organise guided tours for fami-
lies, clubs, companies and tour groups
on a day and at a time to suit you.

Number of participants:
Any – groups are limited to 35 per guide.
Extra tour guides must be booked for
larger groups.

Meeting point:
Various, e.g. coach park on Domplatz
if arriving by coach, or tourist informa-
tion office, town hall portal, your hotel
(town centre hotels only).

This tour is available as a public and a
group guided tour. 
For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us 
on +49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

Merchants’ bridgeCathedral square

With the monumental ensemble of the
Church of St. Severus and the Cathedral
with its 500-year-old “Gloriosa” bell, 
famous throughout the world for the
beauty of its tone, as well as wealthy 
patrician townhouses, charming half-
timbered buildings and a great many
churches, which earned it the nickname
the “Rome of Thuringia”, the 1,270 year-

old city of Erfurt is a veritable picture-
book of German history. This tour will
take you on an interesting walk through
the old quarter, past the Merchants'
Bridge, the town hall, the university dis-
trict, townhouses steeped in tradition
and also the Cathedral and Church of St.
Severus (no internal viewings).

Cathedral of St. Mary and Church of St. Severus

Hirschgarten square
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erfurt Tour – Travel on the historic Tramway at a 1960s Pace [ 2 hours ]2

This tour is available as a public and a
group guided tour. 

For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

seats: 50 
(another car for 20 people can also be
attached)

If you wish, you can ride in other types
of tramcar (subject to availability):

– Power car 3, built in the 1960s
(TW 3) 20 seats

– “Birthday” car, built in the 1980s
(No. 512) 49 seats

– Low-floor car, built in the 1990s
(NF 605) 79 seats
This car is particularly suitable for 
wheelchair users and people with 
reduced mobility.

The Erfurt electric tramway, which has
been making its way tirelessly around
the city since 1894, has a special place
in the affections of Erfurt's citizens. It
seems to represent some aspects of the
city itself: it just keeps on going, even
through hard times; there is something
metropolitan about it, only more relaxed
and it is always open to new challenges.

A tour of Erfurt on this historic tramway
will take you around the most important
sights from the city's recent and more
distant past. The beautifully preserved
Jugendstil (Art Nouveau) areas of the
city are especially well worth seeing. 
A short stroll through the historical old
quarter as far as the Merchants' Bridge
rounds off this guided tour in style.

Anger
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Flying visit to Petersberg hill [ 1 hour ]4

Let the tour guide take you through the
Military History Museum into the mys -
terious, echoing passageways beneath 
Petersberg Citadel.
A short tour on which you will discover
the fascinating, turbulent history of this
impressive edifice.

This tour is available as a public
and a group guided tour. 
For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

old Quarter Tour [ 45 minutes ]3

All aboard for a tour of the old quarter.
Travel by comfortable bus (shielded
from the weather), discover medieval
Erfurt with an experienced tour
guide and visit Petersberg Fortress
(wheelchair access).

This tour is available as a public and a
group guided tour. 
For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

Petersberg Fortress

Military History Museum

Fischmarkt

Petersberg Citadel
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account of its sheer scale and reflects
the European style of fortress construc-
tion. The tour of the citadel's under-
ground tunnels is of particular interest.
There is an amazing view out across the
city from the fortress plateau.

climb up to the Petersberg citadel [ 2 hours ]5

After this Petersberg tour a rustic snack
– home-made bread and the famous
Thuringian lard with pickles and red
wine – will be served for groups.

This tour is available as a public and a
group guided tour. 

For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

Mysterious Passageways deep beneath
an ancient Fortress

This tour takes you through the histori-
cal old quarter and up to the only exten-
sively preserved baroque town fortress
in central Europe. The Petersberg
Citadel, built between 1664 and 1707, 
is still mightily impressive today on 

Torchlight tour of the casemates and underground passageways at Petersberg citadel [ 2 hours ]6

Experience an atmospheric evening tour
by torchlight in the passageways be-
neath Petersberg Fortress accompanied
by our expert guide.  
Opening up the Petersberg Fortress in
Erfurt has been one of the most costly
and complex but also undoubtedly one
of the most worthwile preservation 
projects of our times.

This tour is available as a public
and a group guided tour. 
For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

Underground passageways

Underground passageways
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Romantic evening stroll with the erfurt Nightwatchman [ 2 hours ]7

Erfurt to proclaim the beer’s qualities for
all to hear.

This tour is available as a public and a
group guided tour. 
For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

Experience the charming feel of this 
historical city in a different light. This
leisurely late-evening stroll with the 
Erfurt nightwatchman will take you
through the delightful old quarter, the
university district and “Little Venice”.
During the summer especially, we recom-
mend you begin or end your tour by sam-
pling the greattasting local beer. An old
tradition dictated that the “beer crier”
would go round inns and beer gardens in

christmas – a Lovely Time [ 2 hours ]8

This tour is available as a public and a
group guided tour. 
For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

A historical tour with a difference – 
your guide will be Father Christmas (or
Mother Christmas), St. Nicholas or even
an angel. The tour finishes at the Christ-
mas market on Domplatz – a grand 
finale and the perfect way to get into
the Christmas spirit.

Erfurt nightwatchman

Stiftsgasse Merchants' bridge



the Augustinian Monastery on 17 July
1505. In April 1507, Martin Luther was 
ordained as priest in Erfurt Cathedral. 
On your route through the town you will
see interesting places connected with
Luther, such as the Luther monument, 
St. Michael’s Church and the student hos-
tel which also date from this era. At the
end of this tour there is an opportunity
to visit the Augustinian Monastery.

Martin Luther in erfurt [ 2 hours ]10

only available as a guided group tour.

For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

Erfurt is Martin Luther’s spiritual home. 
A student at Erfurt's famous university
between 1501 and 1505, Luther first stud-
ied the “seven liberal arts”, then theology
and, at his father’s wish, jurisprudence.
But a dramatic personal incident brought
about a radical change in Luther’s life:
terrified by a dreadful storm close to the
city, during which he was struck by light-
ning, he took monastic vows and entered

Old university and St. Michael’s Church
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Guided tour with erfurt's town musician [ 2 hours ]9

with our town musician for an insight
into what life was like for this intriguing
guild. You get to see the places where
they worked and visit the Merchants'
Church and the town hall banqueting
hall, which still hosts concerts to this
day. What's more, our town musician has
plenty of tales to tell and will of course
impress you with his musical talents.

only available as a guided group tour.

For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

Town musicians, pipers or towermen, as
they were sometimes known, have been
among Erfurt's public servants since the
14th century. They delighted audiences at
public festivals and processions, and
played from church towers too. One of Er-
furt's most famous town musicians was
Johann Ambrosius Bach, father of Johann
Sebastian Bach. Journey back in time

Town musician

View from Cathedral 

Martin Luther guide
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Through erfurt in Bach's footsteps [ 2 – 3 hours ]11

Erfurt has many connections with the
music of the baroque period. 
Johann Sebastian Bach’s parents were
married in the Merchants’ Church. 
Johann Sebastian Bach himself often
came to Erfurt to visit relatives. 
The “Bach family days” were welcome
opportunities for the family to meet up
at Erfurt, Eisenach or Arnstadt. 
The Thuringian Bach Festival, which
takes place every March and April, has
become a well-established tradition.
The highlight of this tour is a short
organ recital in the Prediger Church.

This tour is offered as a public guided
tour during the Thuringian Bach Festival
and is available as a group tour all year
round. 

For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

Kaufmannskirche

Gothic in style, reflect Erfurt's commer-
cial and industrial prosperity around the
turn of the century. A series of murals 
illustrates the Thuringian legends of
Tannhäuser, Faust and the Count von
Gleichen, as well as scenes from Martin
Luther's life. The magnificent banquet-
ing hall has murals depicting the history
of the city.

From Boniface to Napoleon [ 1 hour ]12

only available as a guided group tour.
Restricted access during events.

For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

erfurt's civic pride – 1,000 years of 
history in pictures

Guided tour of erfurt town hall

The present town hall on Fischmarkt
square was built between 1870 and 1875.
The monumental portico and the grand
staircase and hallways, which are neo-

Banqueting hall

Organ in the Kaufmann Church

Town hall  
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Dacheröden House, the former governor's
residence (today the Thuringian State
Chancellery), Haus Zur Hohen Lilie and
Petersberg Citadel are all reminders of
the historic encounters which took place
in this city (no internal viewing at the
houses mentioned).

in the Footsteps of Famous Figures: Goethe, schiller, Napoleon [ 2.5 – 3 hours ]13

only available as a guided group tour.

For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

Many great individuals have left their
mark on Erfurt's history. Choose one of
these luminaries and follow in their foot-
steps through the historical old quarter,
for example to houses where Goethe and
Schiller gathered with other leading
lights of their day or Napoleon Bonaparte
made history.

Dacheröden House Imperial Hall

Alte Synagoge Erfurt 
Waagegasse 8  
99084 Erfurt  
www.alte - synagoge.erfurt.de

Open  

Tue to Sun 10 a.m.– 6 p.m.

Everyone is talking about it –  
but only in Erfurt everyone
can visit it!
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Old Synagogue Jewish wedding ring

old synagogue with erfurt Treasure / Medieval Mikveh [ 1 – 1.5 hours ]14

Tour of the old synagogue

The Old Synagogue, located in Waage-
gasse, is one of a tiny group of medieval
synagogues that have remained undam-
aged and is the oldest fully intact syna-
gogue in Europe. It is the legacy of one of
the most important Jewish communities

of the Middle Ages. The oldest verified
construction phase can be dated to
around 1100. Examples of medieval Jew-
ish life and culture in Erfurt are displayed
inside the Old Synagogue.

self-guided video tour and as a guided
group tour

Tour of the medieval mikveh [45 minutes]

The Old Synagogue features a medieval
mikveh, a type of Jewish ritual bath. This
was unearthed during excavation works
in 2007. After the synagogue and the
cemetery, it is deemed one of the most
significant sites of a Jewish community.

only available as a guided group tour.

For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

on the Trail of Jewish history [ 2 hours ]15

During the Middle Ages, Jewish mer-
chants played a significant role in Er-
furt's commercial life, but were expelled
from the 14th century onwards.

During the 19th century under Prussian
rule, however, Jewish citizens regained
their influence on the economic and 
cultural life of the city.

The tour includes a visit to one of the 
oldest synagogues in Europe and to the
Small Synagogue, now a modern multi-
cultural meeting place where visitors can
find out about the life and suffering of
Erfurt’s Jewish population.

only available as a guided group tour.

For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. Small Synagogue
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Journey back through 1,000 years of 
gardening history, discovering hidden
treasures such as the cathedral's me-
dieval cloister garden or stone carvings
of nature in the Prediger Church.
The Hirschgarten reveals a history from
the Thirty Years' War to its modern-day
use. 

From medieval cloister garden to 21st century horticulture [ 2 hours ]16

Explore Brühl Garden, the former
fortress compound and pleasure garden
that won the Landscape Architecture
Award after being redesigned in 2002, 
or the Benary Storehouse, named after
the great horticultural entrepreneur
Ernst Benary.
You will be greeted with a Thuringian
spiced liqueur at Petersberg Citadel, 
a baroque fortress. This unforgettable
tour ends with a small surprise at
Gothaerplatz where you then have an
opportunity to visit the egapark. 

only available as a guided group tour.

For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

Erfurt has a strong horticultural heritage
and for centuries plants have been culti-
vated here on an industrial scale. Even
today countless flower fields, parks and
green spaces are testament to Erfurt's
reputation as a green city.
In 2021 Erfurt will be hosting BUGA, the
Federal Horticultural Show.

Hirschgarten square

Bridge, which has the longest row of 
inhabited buildings on any European
bridge. Another impressive building is
the neo-Gothic town hall with its numer-
ous wall paintings going up the staircase.
On Fischmarkt, the mansions “Zum Brei -
ten Herd” and “Zum Roten Ochsen” date
back to the Renaissance. Other buildings
of interest in the heart of the town are
the Jugendstil (Art Nouveau) buildings,
the post office building and the former

erfurt – architectural Pearl and Mirror of the Times [ 2 hours ]17

With its atmospheric alleyways and tiny
squares, the delightful old part of the city
has largely retained its medieval struc-
ture and is an eloquent monument to the
German style of town architecture. Er-
furt's twin symbols – the Cathedral and
the Church of St. Severus – stand side by
side, a majestic presence on the skyline
and a masterful combination of Gothic
architecture unparalleled in Europe. 
You must not miss seeing the Merchants’

Anger fountain

Merchants' Bridge

“Römischer Kaiser” department store on
Anger. Enjoy discovering the architec-
tural styles of different epochs.

only available as a guided group tour.
For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

House „Zum Breiten Herd“



Petersberg Citadel
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Weimar
Belvedere Palace

– Guided walk around classical Weimar
– Visit to Goethe's house
– Visit to Schiller's house
– Trip along the idyllic Ilm valley to 

Belvedere Palace Rococo Museum
(incl. admission and walk)

Lasts: approx. 5-6 hours    

1 Gotha and 
Friedenstein Palace

– Guided walk around Gotha, former 
residence of the dukes of Saxe-Gotha

– Guided tour of the early baroque
Friedenstein Palace including the
Eckhof Theatre, the world's oldest
surviving theatre still staging plays

Lasts: approx. 4-5 hours   

2 eisenach and
Wartburg castle

– Guided walk around Eisenach,
birthplace of Johann Sebastian Bach

– Visit to Luther's house and the church
where J. S. Bach was baptised

– Guided tour of Wartburg Castle, one 
of Germany's most impressive castles 
and a UNESCO World Cultural 
Heritage Site. Luther translated the 
New Testament there.

Lasts: approx. 8-10 hours

3

organise a Thuringian snack during an
excursion, if required. These are sug-
gested routes for tours into Thuringia.
They can be mixed and matched and
can be adjusted to suit your individual
requirements. The duration indicated
for each tour includes travel to and
from the starting point, plus one or 
two restaurant and/or café stops.

For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

Our experienced tour leaders are happy
to cater for a range of individual require-
ments. We can hire a coach for you, if
you prefer, from a minibus to a luxury
coach or double-decker. We will also
make the price enquiries on your behalf. 
We can also make arrangements for a
restaurant stop on any of the tours or

View to Inselsberg 

Goethe’s Garden house Friedenstein Palace

Thuringia
Tours/
organised
Tours



Tel. +49 (0) 361 - 66 40 12025 |

arnstadt, Dornheim, 
Wechmar, ohrdruf  

in the Footsteps of Johann sebastian Bach
– Guided walk around Arnstadt
– Visit to the Bach Church where 

J. S. Bach held his first post as organist
– Visit to the only remaining house

where the Bach family lived and the
Bach monument

– Dornheim incl. visit to the 
church where J. S. Bach married 
Maria Barbara in 1707

– Wechmar, from where the Bach
family originate, including the
original family home

– Ohrdruf, where the orphaned
J. S. Bach took his first organ
lessons from his eldest brother
Christoph at St. Michael's Church 

Lasts: approx. 8-10 hours

Grosskochberg Palace/
Paulinzella abbey Ruins

– Travel via Bad Berka to Grosskochberg
Palace, incl. guided tour of the former
residence of Baroness Charlotte von 
Stein whom Goethe often visited

– Travel on to Paulinzella Abbey ruins, 
one of the foremost Romanesque
abbey buildings adhering to Cluny 
reform rules

Lasts: approx. 5-6 hours

Rudolstadt and 
heidecksburg Palace, 
saalfeld 

– Travel to Rudolstadt and guided
tour of Heidecksburg Palace, one
of Germany's most impressive
baroque palaces, incl. porcelain
gallery and weapons collection

– Saalfeld including a guided tour
of the colourful “fairy grotto”
dripstone caves

Lasts: approx. 6-8 hours 

5

4

6

Tour of the Thuringian 
Forest – oberhof and 
Neuhaus

– Neuhaus am Rennweg:
visit to Neuhaus Church; Visit to 
Greiner Glass Factory in Neuhaus

– oberhof: the great winter sports centre
with ski jump and bobsleigh run

– Short walk along the Rennsteig, the 
famous Thuringian hiking trail which 
runs for a total of 168 km

Lasts: approx. 8-10 hours

Tour of the Thuringian 
Forest – schmalkalden and
Kickelhahn

– schmalkalden health resort, visit to 
Wilhelmsburg Palace, a prime example
of German Renaissance architecture

– ilmenau and a walk on Mount 
Kickelhahn, with fabulous views out 
across the Thuringian Forest.
The Kickelhahn was where Goethe
wrote his poem “Über allen Gipfeln
ist Ruh” (Over every hilltop is calm).

– Tour of a Thuringia glass bead 
workshop

Lasts: approx. 8-10 hours

8

7

Tour of the Thuringian 
Forest – Grosser inselsberg 
and Bad Liebenstein

– Travel via Tabarz to the inselsberg,
one of the Thuringian Forest's highest
peaks, with glorious panoramic views

– Travel to Bad Liebenstein.
This town on the sunny side of the 
Thuringian Forest is one of Germany's
oldest spa resorts.
It owes its fame largely to the spring 
water discovered here around 1560 in 
the days of Lord Hermann von Stein.

– Visit to altenstein house and Park,
the largest landscaped park in 
Thuringia, where Georg II of 
Meiningen, a great patron of the
theatre, built his summer residence.

Lasts: approx. 8-10 hours

9

Heidecksburg Palace, Rudolstadt

Rennsteig hiking trail
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Eisenach Gotha Erfurt Weimar Jena Gera Altenburg

RADFERNWEG
THÜRINGER STÄDTEKETTE
Der Radfernweg verbindet sieben der schönsten Thüringer Städte 
und führt Sie durch reizvolle Landschaften.

Information und Buchung:
0361 / 66 40 235
staedteverein@erfurt-tourismus.de
www.thueringer-staedtekette.de

225 km faszinierende 
Geschichte, Kultur und Natur

Anbindung aller Orte 
an das DB-Streckennetz

kurzfristig buchbare 
Pauschalangebote

radfahrerfreundliche 
Gastgeber

Bad Frankenhausen and
the Kyffhäuser hills

– Travel to Bad Frankenhausen, which 
has close associations with the 
Reformer Thomas Müntzer

– Tour of the panoramic museum and 
the monumental mural painted by 
Werner Tübke

– Visit to the Barbarossa cave, Europe's 
biggest gypsum cave open to tourists

– Visit to the Kyffhäuser hills 
(Thuringia's smallest mountain range) 
incl. the monument to Emperor 
Barbarossa and the Kaiser Wilhelm I 
statue

Lasts: approx. 8-10 hours

10 excursion to the
saale-unstrut region

– Saale-Unstrut is a wine-growing 
region in Saxony-Anhalt and 
Thuringia. Its centre is Freyburg
(Unstrut).

– Travel to Bad Kösen, a health resort
whose reputation goes back to the
discovery of its saline springs in 1730. 
Visit to the salt evaporation works 
(320 metres long, the salt water is 
raised by a pump rod system that is 
unique in Europe)

– Travel to Naumburg (first mentioned
in official records in 1012; at the 
intersection of two trade routes)

11

– Guided tour of st. Peter and st. Paul's 
cathedral in Naumburg, one of 
Germany's most famous medieval 
buildings and a prime illustration of 
late Romanesque/early Gothic 
architecture.

– Guided tour of idyllic Naumburg –
one of central Germany's most 
beautiful towns, with a wealth of 
attractions and in a wonderful setting

– Travel to Freyburg, visit to 
Rotkäppchen sekt producers incl.
wine tasting. The historical buildings 
are often used as an arts venue.

Lasts: approx. 8-10 hours

Bad Langensalza/
uNesco heritage 

– Travel to the spa resort of Bad 
Langensalza, the second largest town 
in the Unstrut-Hainich area.

– Visit to the Friederike villa built in 1751
– Visit to the Japanese Zen Garden –

Kofuku no niwa. A new, themed public 
garden has been developed around the
Japanese Garden incorporating typical 
Japanese garden elements in the 
existing landscape

– Visit to the Treetop Trail in an other-
wise inaccessible part of the Hainich 
National Park, the ancient woodland 
in the heart of Germany. 
Explore a tree tower with tree house 
rising to 44 metres, higher than the 
trees, and a path that winds its way 
through the treetops for 546 metres

Lasts: approx. 8-10 hours

12

ToWNs oF ThuRiNGia
CYCLE ROUTE
A long-distance cycle route that winds its way through glorious scenery 
between seven of the most beautiful towns in Thuringia.

225 km of captivating history, 
culture and nature

package deals avail -
able at short notice

all towns on the German 
railway network

cyclist-friendly 
accommodation Information and booking:

+49 (0)361 66400
staedteverein@erfurt-tourismus.de
www.thueringer-staedtekette.de

Saale-Unstrut region
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Routes to Luther in
central Germany

We would be delighted to organise a
tour on the trail of the great Reformer
in central Germany for you based on the
following modules.
Further details and prices are available
on request. Visits to Altenburg, Magde-
burg and Weimar are also recommended
in conjunction with this tour.

erfurt (Thuringia)
– Guided tour in the footsteps of 

Martin Luther
– Guided tour of the Augustinian

monastery
– Guided tour of St. Mary's Cathedral

Lasts: approx. 4 hours 

eisenach (Thuringia)
– Guided walk around Eisenach
– Visit to Luther's House and Bach's House
– Guided tour of Wartburg Castle

Lasts: approx. 4 hours

schmalkalden (Thuringia)
– Guided walk around Schmalkalden
– Visit to the Town Church of St. George

and Luther's House
– Guided tour of Wilhelmsburg Palace

Lasts: approx. 4 hours

Wittenberg (saxony-anhalt)
– Guided walk around Wittenberg
– Visit to Luther's House, the Castle

Church and the Town Church
– Visit to Melanchthon's House 

Lasts: approx. 5 hours 

eisleben (saxony-anhalt)
– Guided walk around Eisleben
– Visit to the house in which Luther was 

born and the house in which he died
– Visit to the Church of St. Andrew and 

the Church of St. Peter and St. Paul

Lasts: approx. 2 hours

Torgau (saxony)
– Guided walk around Torgau
– Visit to the Katharina Luther room

and the Town Church of St. Mary
– Visit to Hartenfels Palace

Lasts: approx. 2.5 hours

13 Schmalkalden

Luther’s House Eisenach

Wartburg Castle Eisenach



Erfurt has a strong craft tradition. For
centuries, people here have been carv-
ing wood, making pottery, blowing
glass and moulding porcelain.
As you look around the city, do make
sure you discover the specialities which
Erfurt and Thuringia have to offer.

The area around Erfurt also has a num-
ber of craft studios where visitors are
very welcome. Demonstrations can be
arranged for your group on request –
Tel. +49 (0) 361 6640 120 or 
www.erfurt-tourismus.de

craft 
Demon -
stration     
specialities
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Woad products are still produced in 
Erfurt today.Woad beauty products,
woad glazes and blue printed articles
will be on sale during your visit. Blue
printing has a 300-year-old tradition in
Thuringia and this ancient craft has
been brought back to life in Erfurt.

Blue printing artist and master crafts -
woman Ms.Weiss is one of the few
people in central Europe who still prac-
tise traditional printing by hand, using
indigo dye and moulds she designs her-
self. Ms.Weiss's work, including table-
cloths and napkins, is on sale at the blue
printing workshop.

opening times/craft sales: 
by prior arrangement, incl. weekends 

Demonstrations for groups:
by prior arrangement

During her demonstration (approx. 
2 hours), blue printing master crafts -
woman Ms. Weiss introduces you to 
her traditional craft and the essential
skills of her trade.

Travel information:
Bus no. 59, 170 to Wartburgstrasse.
By car: parking available.

Woad

Blue printing artist 

Blue Printing Workshop
sigritt Weiss, Blue Printing
Master craftswoman

Mühlburgweg 32 
99094 Erfurt-Hochheim

During the Middle Ages, Erfurt was re-
garded as central Europe’s capital for
woad cultivation and the woad trade.
Woad was the most important dyeyield-
ing plant in Europe until indigo was in-
troduced during the 17th century.
Woad from the Erfurt market was con-
sidered to be of the very highest quality,
which made Erfurt's “woad squires” 
extremely wealthy men.

1

Woad products
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N.L. chrestensen 
erfurter samen- und 
Pflanzenzucht Gmbh

Witterdaer Weg 6, 99092 Erfurt

N.L. Chrestensen, founded in 1867, is a
renowned traditional Erfurt horticulture
and seed cultivation company whose
products are on sale in Chrestensen’s
garden centre next door.

2

BoRN senf & Feinkost 
Gmbh
Mustard shop & 
mustard museum

Wenigemarkt 11, 99084 Erfurt
near the Merchants' Bridge

Two million Thuringians can't be wrong:
when it comes to rostbratwurst it can
only be authentic BORN mustard. 

The range of products available from
BORN Senf & Feinkost GmbH proves that
tradition can be something very modern
– with the highest quality and an ever-
expanding variety of choices. 

Sample freshly squeezed mustard and
countless other delicacies inside the
BORN shop, and visit the BORN museum
for a fascinating insight into almost 200
years of local mustard history. 

A film features historical footage of
mustard production and shows you how
mustard is made today.

3

Travel information:
Tram nos. 3, 4 or 6 to Fischmarkt
or all lines to Anger.
By car: Anger 1 car park.

For further information visit our web-
site: www.erfurt-tourismus.de

Group tours
The tour gives visitors an insight into
the different departments involved in
the seed and plant cultivation business:
e.g. seed cleansing, shoot checking and
seed extraction. There is an opportunity
to visit the greenhouses used for seed
cultivation and also the seed production
section. 

Minimum group size: 10 people

Travel information:
tram line no. 4., “Bundesarbeitsgericht”
stop/car parking at garden centre

For information on prices, booking con-
ditions and terms and conditions visit
our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de,
send an email to citytour@
erfurt-tourismus.de or call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120. 

Chrestensen’s garden centre

BORN Senf shop

Thuringian grilled sausage
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Banquet à la Dr. Luther

Experience a historical banquet in the
medieval vaulted Luther Cellar.
Its traditional, rustic ambience will
transport you back to the time of the
Reformer Martin Luther, who certainly
appreciated good solid cooking.
Luther will also be on hand “in person”
to introduce himself to his guests and
tell anecdotes about women and the
gastronomic culture of his day. 
This banquet can be booked for groups
of 25 or more.

1 culinary Delights
as in Bach’s Day

This brief culinary journey back in time
is offered for groups of between 25 or
more in traditional-style restaurants
in Erfurt's old quarter. Johann Sebastian
Bach “himself” will be on hand to receive
guests, play music and talk about his
Thuringian days, including a sprinkling
of amusing anecdotes, of course.This is a
selfservice buffet with speciality dishes.

2

Does a medieval feast or knights’ ban-
quet with all the trimmings in the mys-
terious ambience of a vaulted cellar
appeal?
Or perhaps an enormous flambéed spit-
roast in the shape of the Erfurt coat of
arms? We can arrange a suitable venue
and what is certain to be a real culinary
treat.
If you would like to take a culinary jour-
ney back through the ages you can expe-
rience the kind of meal Luther might

have had, the good plain cooking of
Bach’s day or why not savour Goethe’s
favourite dishes in a refined candlelit 
atmosphere.

We will happily organise the following
dining packages for you or arrange a
tasting session suitable for your group.
For more information, call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 230 or email
pauschalen@erfurt-tourismus.de or
tagungen@erfurt-tourismus.de.

Besides visiting scenes of history and
world culture, visitors to Erfurt can also
enjoy the city's renowned hospitality
and hearty fare: the famous Thuringian
dumplings, unmistakable Thuringian
bratwurst and great-tasting local beer.
For groups or parties, we can arrange
various special Erfurt gourmet experi-
ences that feature traditional
Thuringian cuisine. 

Food and
Drink

Luther Cellar

Thuringian grilled sausage



Tel. +49 (0) 361 - 66 40 23031 |

Goethe Dinner by 
candlelight

For those with exclusive gastronomic
tastes, we offer a Goethe Dinner at care-
fully selected restaurants with stylish
ambience and gourmet cuisine. Dishes
featured are from the days of Goethe,
the great German poet. The treat that
awaits is a culinary experience in an 
elegant dining room or a lovingly fur-
nished room with an open hearth. The
relaxed atmosphere is perfect for un-
winding at the end of a day when you
may have been out and about on the
trail of German Classicism.

Goethe requests your 
company at a culinary and 
literary evening

Experience an evening of delicious
Thuringian fare during which your four-
course meal is delicately interspersed
with a literary programme of letters,
tales and anecdotes about Johann Wolf-
gang von Goethe's days in Thuringia.
Goethe himself takes centre stage, hold-
ing court as he accompanies you through
the evening for what promises to be a
memorable cultural experience.

culinary Delights of erfurt

st. Martin's Goose and Martinshörnchen
Traditional st. Martin's goose feast 
On St. Martin's Day – 10th November –
Martin of Tours, Erfurt's patron saint,
is remembered as well as Martin Luther.
For centuries, Erfurt has kept up the 
tradition of celebrating this autumnal

4

3

5

feast day with an opulent meal of roast
goose. Towards the end of the year,
many restaurants in the city serve this
culinary speciality accompanied by
Thuringian dumplings with apples and
red cabbage. And do also try a deli-
ciously sweet Martinshörnchen, a real
treat to have with coffee.

erfurt schittchen 
Stollen cake, or schittchen as it's known
to Erfurt locals, has been a traditional
Christmas treat for centuries. 
The Erfurt variety is the earliest stollen
recorded in Germany, with references
dating back as far as 1329. 

erfurt Watercress
The garden city of Erfurt is also famed
for its homegrown watercress, harvested
here since 1769. The watercress is highly
regarded among gourmets. 
Napoleon Bonaparte was so fond of the
Erfurt crop that he took two Erfurt gar-
deners back to Versailles in 1809 to grow
the vitamin-rich plant there. To this day,
during cress season, many restaurants
serve this delicious and nutritious veg-
etable in soups and salads. 

Goethe Handcrafted luxury chocolate

Erfurt Schittchen

erfurt Broad Beans
For centuries Erfurt has been regarded as
a city of horticulture, and one extra-
large bean cultivated here was the broad
bean. It thrived in Erfurt's rich, fertile
soils and was an important and popular
staple among locals back in the Middle
Ages. Now, broad beans are once again
being grown in Erfurt and are back on
the menu in the city's restaurants. 

Goldhelm chocolatiers
The Goldhelm chocolatiers on Erfurt's
historical Merchants' Bridge is not only
one of the city's best culinary and visitor
attractions but also an insider's tip for
connoisseurs.
On all group tours of the old quarter, we
offer the option of sampling a hand-
crafted luxury chocolate and/or a small
glass of sherry at the Goldhelm choco-
latiers. 

For more information call us on 
+49 (0) 361 66 40 120
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Thuringian Dumplings 
cooking seminar

Thuringian dumplings are one of the
region's specialities and are considered
“ambassadors of Thuringia's excellent
cuisine”. Several Erfurt restaurants offer
cooking seminars featuring various
dumpling recipes.
A chef guide will guide you through the
secrets of dumpling ingredients and
preparation – and there will be plenty of
samples to enjoy too.
(For groups of 15 or more.)

6 Medieval Banquet

Erfurt and the local area have a wide
choice of castles and vaulted cellars.
Their rustic ambience is ideal for a full
medieval banquet, with servants and
maidservants in historical costume to
attend to your every need.
Food served at the medieval banquets
is prepared to traditional recipes. There
is mead on arrival, medieval starters,
soup, leg of pork and a special dessert.
Street balladeers and minstrels provide
an authentic medieval atmosphere in
which to relax. 
(For groups of 25 or more.)  

7 original Thuringian
Dumplings Meal

Thuringian dumplings are something
of a “national dish” in these parts.
Originally a meal eaten only on Sundays
and feast days, now they are an everyday
delicacy best enjoyed with roast meat
and a delicious sauce. To ensure that the
dumplings you taste are genuine
Thuringian ones, made by hand ideally,
we are happy to make arrangements for
you at a cosy traditional restaurant in 
Erfurt or the surrounding area.

Thuringian BBQ evening 

What better way to end your day in Er-
furt than by soaking up the atmosphere
in one of the city's prettiest beer gar-
dens?
Thuringian bratwurst and marinated
pork steaks are cooked on the charcoal
barbecue, with salads and desserts as
part of the buffet – all washed down
with a local beer fresh from the barrel,
of course. 

8

9

Thuringian dumplings

Medieval banquet

Cooking seminar

Thuringian grilled sausage
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a taste of the city

Take a guided tour of Erfurt with a culi-
nary twist, led by the city nightwatch-
man. The three courses of the meal are
served at three different restaurants
and offer a flavour of Thuringia be-
tween visits to Erfurt's major sights and
attractions. The nightwatchman can, of
course, tell you a thing or two about the
dishes of centuries gone by – and about
the table manners too. 

Party Tram on Tour
“Katerexpress”

Come aboard the “Katerexpress” party
tram for this city tour with a difference.
Discover the quaint old quarter, the 
Gründerzeit district and the modern 
architectural style, either in daylight or
as the sun goes down.
The tram is fitted with a bar, air condi-
tioning, music system and WC.
The tram has space for 30 people, but 
another car for 20 people can also be 
attached. The standard tour lasts approx. 
1.5 hours. Choose from a range of food
and drink options.
All tours are accompanied by service
staff.

11

10

Thuringian BBQ evening

Restaurants at the river Gera

Party tram



All breaks can be booked at short notice,
subject to availability. They can also be
extended by booking extra nights at
favourable rates. Gift vouchers for our
inclusive packages are available.
Just send us your requirements on the
booking form by fax, email or post. 

We can also be contacted on 
+49(0) 361 66 40 230 for telephone 
or mail to pauschalen@erfurt-
tourismus.de; www.erfurt-tourimus.de

With one of our attractive inclusive
packages, all the details of your stay
in Erfurt are taken care of before you
even arrive. We will make a reservation
for you at one of our partner hotels or
guesthouses, taking your preferences
into account, of course.

inclusive
Packages
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a First Taste of erfurt1

Discover Erfurt's vibrant history and its
modern appeal in the heart of our city.
With the ErfurtCard you can customise
your trip exactly as you want it. Enjoy
the city's historical charm on a guided
sightseeing walk. The city's museums
are well worth a visit too, including the
municipal museum and the Old Syna-
gogue with the Erfurt Treasure of gold
and silver artefacts. 

– 2 nights with breakfast in a hotel
– 1 meal with Thuringian dumplings
– Erfurt Card giving free admission to 

the museums and free travel on trams
and buses (page 11)

available: all year

Package includes:

Restaurants at the river Gera

Cathedral



Do you wish you could switch off, relax
and get away from it all just for once?
Then let us arrange a romantic break for
you. Discover something new and enjoy
all the hospitality Erfurt has to offer.

See the most beautiful sights of
medieval Erfurt on a horse-drawn
carriage ride. Discover something new
and enjoy a taste of Erfurt hospitality
during the dinner in elegant
surroundings.

Tel. +49 (0) 361 - 66 40 23035 |

happy Weekend3

Take a tour of discovery around Erfurt,
a historical city that has retained all the
charm of centuries gone by. Enjoy a
guided tour of the impressive Petersberg
Citadel, a unique example of baroque
European fortress architecture.

Enjoy spectacular views of Erfurt, the
'city of towers', from the viewing plat-
form at Petersberg Citadel.

– 2 nights with breakfast in a hotel
– Tour to Petersberg Fortress with its 

underground maze of passageways
– Erfurt Card giving free admission to 

the museums and free travel on trams
and buses (page 11)

– 1 meal with Thuringian dumplings

available: all year (Fri - Sun)

Package includes:

Romantic erfurt4

– 2 nights with breakfast in a
4-star hotel in the old quarter

– Horse-drawn carriage ride
– Guided tour of the city
– 1 candlelight dinner

available: May - October

Package includes:

The Great erfurt experience5

short and sweet – an invitation to erfurt2

If you're not yet familiar with Erfurt,
then what are you waiting for? Prepare
to be captivated by this delightful city!
With St. Mary's Cathedral, the Church of
St. Severus and the Merchants' Bridge,
the beautifully restored old quarter is
the perfect place for a leisurely stroll.
Relax with a coffee at one of the many
pavement cafés in the heart of the city or
sample Thuringia's favourite dishes in a
quaint beer garden or a cosy restaurant.

– 1 night with breakfast in a hotel
– Walking tour of the city 
– 1 voucher for a Thuringian 

rostbrätl meal

available: all year

Package includes:

Erfurt does not only have a great deal to
see; it also has a very colourful story to
tell. This package will appeal to anyone
who is eager to learn about Erfurt’s
history.

Take a leisurely stroll or while away the
hours in one of Germany's best-preserved
medieval cities with its narrow winding
lanes and picturesque squares.

– 2 nights with breakfast in a hotel
– Guided tour of the Augustinian 

monastery and the cathedral
– Erfurt Card giving free travel on trams

and buses and free admission to 
Erfurt museums (page 11)

– 1 meal with Thuringian dumplings
– Sightseeing tour on the historical tram

available: April - December

Package includes:

Petersberg Citadel

Kirchgasse alley

Cathedral

Lange Brücke Bridge
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cathedral steps Festival Plays7

Every summer, the cathedral steps
between the magnificent twin edifices,
St. Mary's Cathedral and the Church of St.
Severus, become one of the grandest and
most beautiful festival stages in the
world. The festival unites all theatrical
genres and there is always a great
demand for tickets.

– 1 night with breakfast in a hotel
(extra night possible)

– Tour of Erfurt's old quarter
– Thuringian-style dinner at a 

traditional restaurant
– Ticket for the festival

available: summer 

Package includes:

in Luther's Footsteps9

Erfurt is the city where Martin Luther
lived as a young student and monk.
It is his spiritual home. This is where he
entered the Augustinian Monastery,
took his vows and was ordained as a
priest. Follow in the footsteps of the
great Reformer around the historical old
quarter. Discover reminders of Martin
Luther's time in Erfurt, such as the
Augustinian Monastery, the university
quarter, the cathedral and the many
churches in which he preached.

– 2 nights with breakfast at the
Protestant Augustinian Monastery

– 1 Thuringian-style dinner in the 
historical Luther Cellar

– Guided tour in Martin Luther's
footsteps

– Guided tour of the Augustinian
Monastery  

available: all year

Package includes:

erfurt and Weimar – the classic combination8

This cultural tour of the main sights
in Erfurt and Weimar, Thuringia's two
most famous towns, promises contrast
and harmony in equal measure.

Admire the architecture of different
centuries, from Romanesque to Bauhaus,
and follow in the footsteps of the Hu-
manists and also Goethe and Schiller, the
founding fathers of German literature.

– 1 night's accommodation at a hotel in 
Erfurt and 1 night's accommodation 
at a hotel in Weimar

– Guided tour of Erfurt
– 1 Thuringian-style dinner at a 

traditional restaurant in Erfurt
– Tour of Weimar and admission to the 

house where Goethe lived

available: all year

Package includes:

Augustinian Monastery

Goethe-Schiller monument

erfurt at christmas6

Surrounded by the buildings of the
historical old town, the Domplatz
provides a magical atmosphere at
Christmas time and is an ideal place for
the annual Christmas market with a
long tradition of almost 170 years. In
over 200 wooden booths stretching from
Cathedral Square to Anger merchants
and craftsmen sell everthing associated
with the traditional Christmas
experience.

– 2 nights with breakfast in a hotel
– Tour of the city including visit to the 

cathedral and the Christmas market
– 1 Christmas meal at a traditional

restaurant in the old quarter
– Small Christmas gift

available:
end of November - 22th December

Package includes:
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erfurt – city of Flowers and horticulture10

Erfurt has long been renowned as a city
associated with flowers and horticulture.
Numerous local nurseries pro duced
successful varieties and seeds in the 19th
century, helping to establish Erfurt's
reputation as a “city of flowers”. Erfurt is
home to the extensive egapark, known
locally as the “garden of Thuringia”, the
only German Horticultural Museum and
various horticultural businesses.

– 2 nights with breakfast in a hotel
– 1 Thuringian-style dinner 
– Guided walk
– Admission to egapark and the 

German Horticultural Museum
– Erfurt Card (page 11)
– Flowery gift

available: April - October

Package includes:

on Thuringia horticulture trail11

Relax among the scent of flowers and
enchanting gardens, and discover one of
Germany's loveliest medieval towns. Let
Erfurt's 1,270 years of history work their
magic on you and get to know a city that
is perhaps more closely associated with
horticulture than any other.

– 5 nights with breakfast in a hotel
– 5 x dinner
– Admission to egapark and the 

German Horticultural Museum
– Visit the gardens of Bad Langensalza, 

orangery of Gotha, parks of Weimar, 
Altenstein park and castle and 
Wartburg castle

available: on request and 
only for groups

Package includes:

egapark

egapark

egapark Erfurt – one of the most beautiful gardens in Germany 
� founded as “iga Erfurt” in 1961    � one of the region’s most popular visitor attraction
� biggest flower bed in Europe with 6,000 m2 � annual unique floral christmas exhibtion (Domplatz square)
� host of the BUGA 2021, the biennial Federal horticulture show in Germany

Working together for a better city. www.stadtwerke-erfurt.de | www.egapark-erfurt.de | egapark Erfurt | Gothaer Straße 38 | 99094 Erfurt

          



To do justice to all Erfurt has to offer,
you need to allow yourself plenty of
time.
A guided tour is the best way of seeing
all the major sights. Details of tours
start on page 12.
The Congress of Erfurt took place in the
Imperial Hall in Erfurt in 1808.
It was a meeting between Napoleon,
Tsar Alexander I of Russia, the crowned
heads and the political elite of Europe,

and it placed Erfurt at the heart of Euro-
pean politics for two weeks.
On 2 October of the same year Napoleon
received Goethe at his residence, the 
government building on Hirschgarten.
He also conducted conversations with
the poet Wieland there.
During the Congress of Erfurt in 1808
Napoleon and the Russian Tsar rode
together to and viewed Petersberg
Fortress. Even 200 years after those

events, historical buildings and places
such as the Imperial Hall, Petersberg
Fortress and the present State Chan-
cellery are still highly evocative of
Napoleon and his time.
Another Erfurt highlight is the heart of
the old quarter, a site of historic preser-
vation, with its many lovingly restored
churches, monasteries, halftimbered
buildings and Renaissance architecture.
Guided tours: www.erfurt-tourismus.de

Places of
interest
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cathedral of st. Mary

Dominformation:
Domstufen 1, 99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 646 1265
Fax  +49 (0) 361 566 8916
dominformation@domberg-erfurt.de

The late-Gothic cathedral with its high-
Gothic choir and Romanesque tower re-
placed the church built on this site for
Bishop Boniface in 742. The central
tower houses the “Gloriosa”, the world’s
largest medieval free-swinging bell.

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Domplatz.
By car: Domplatz multi-storey car park.

1 church of st. severus

Dominformation:
Domstufen 1, 99084 Erfurt
Tel.  +49 (0) 361 646 1265
Fax  +49 (0) 361 566 8916
dominformation@domberg-erfurt.de

The Church of St. Severus, a fivenaved
early Gothic hall church, was a collegiate
church for the regular canons of St. Au-
gustine during the 12th century. Today,
along with the cathedral, it is Erfurt's
most famous landmark. 

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Domplatz.
By car: Domplatz multi-storey car park.

2

* Please note that church schedules take precedence over visits.

Cathedral hill
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old synagogue

Waagegasse 8, 99084 Erfurt 
Tel. +49 (0) 361 655 1520
altesynagoge@erfurt.de 
www.alte-synagoge.erfurt.de

The Old Synagogue is one of very few pre-
served medieval synagogues in Europe.
Thanks to the extensive preservation of
the original structure, it has a special
place in the history of art and archi-
tecture and is among the most impres-
sive and highly rated architectural
monuments in Erfurt and Thuringia. The
synagogue was constructed during the
Middle Ages on the “via regia”, one of the
major European trade routes, at the heart
of the historical old quarter very close to
the Merchants' Bridge and the town hall.
Many parts of the structure still remain
today, including all four thick outer
walls, the Romanesque gemel window,
the Gothic rose window and the entrance
to the synagogue room. 
On display in the exhibition rooms is
an extensive collection of medieval trea-
sures discovered during archaeological
excavations. 

3 This includes 3,140 silver coins, 14 silver
ingots, approx. 6,000 works of gold-
smithery from the 13th and 14th centuries
and an intricately worked wedding ring
of the period, of which only two others
are known to exist anywhere in the
world. A mikveh (Jewish bath) has been
excavated close by (13th/14th century).
The Old Synagogue, the Small Synagogue
and two Jewish cemeteries together form
a network of historical buildings and
sites which vividly portray the role of
Jewish life in the history of Erfurt.

Medieval mikveh
The Old Synagogue features a medieval
mikveh, a type of Jewish ritual bath. This
was unearthed during excavation works
in 2007.
You can view the ancient mikveh bath at
any time through a window in the top of
the shelter, or for a closer look, you must
join one of the guided tours. Groups can
book guided tours 'on the trail of Jewish
history'. (page 21)

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Fischmarkt
By car: Domplatz multi-storey car park.

erfurt Protestant
augustinian Monastery 

Augustinerstrasse 10
99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 576 600 or -010
Fax +49 (0) 361 576 6099
info@augustinerkloster.de

The church and monastery of the Augus-
tinian hermits was built around 1300.
Martin Luther, the famous Augustinian
monk, was admitted to the monastery on
17 July 1505. The Augustinian Monastery
pays tribute to Martin Luther with a new
exhibition whose theme is “Bible-Monas-
tery-Luther”. The Lutherzelle (Luther’s
cell) can be visited as part of the exhibi-
tion. Since 1988 the monastery has been
used as an ecumenical conference centre
and a memorial to Luther.

The Luther Mile, an ecumenical project,
uses exhibitions and guided tours ei -
ther of individual Luther sites or the
full 'mile' to reveal the history of the
church and the Reformation and of
Martin Luther in Erfurt. 

Bookings and enquiries:
Contact:
Erfurt Augustinian Monastery
Tel.: +49 (0) 361 576 6038
luthermeile@augustinerkloster.de

Travel information:
Tram no. 1 or 5 to Augustinerstrasse.
By car: Anger 1 multi-storey car park.

The Luther Mile

4

Medieval mikveh Augustinian Monastery
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Predigerkirche
(Preachers' church)

Predigerstrasse 4, 99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 646 4310 or 562 6214
Fax +49 (0) 361 562 5211

The church of the Dominican or Prediger
(preacher) monks was built in several
stages between 1270 and 1400. 
Along with the sections of the Prediger
monastery that have been preserved,
this is one of the foremost examples 
of mendicant order architecture in the
German-language area.
Master Eckhart was once prior of the
order here. The church has some inter-
esting interior furnishings: choir stalls
(13th century) and stained glass win-
dows made with fragments retrieved
from the war-damaged church windows
(20th century). Regular organ recitals on
Wednesdays during the summer.

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Fischmarkt
or Domplatz.
By car: Domplatz multi-storey
car park.

7

Merchants' Bridge

Another Erfurt landmark is the Mer-
chants’ Bridge (Krämerbrücke), the
longest series of inhabited buildings
on any bridge in Europe. The Merchants'
Bridge is Erfurt’s most interesting secu-
lar construction, initially in wood but 
rebuilt in stone in 1325.
There were originally 62 narrow build-
ings along its 120 metre length, but 
subsequent redevelopment left just 32
buildings. Of what was once a pair of
bridgehead churches, only the Church of
St. Aegidius remains at the eastern end
of the bridge today (impressive views
from the tower. 
The Merchants' Bridge is lined with gal-
leries, cafés and boutiques offering tra-
ditional crafts, Thuringian blue printed
fabrics, hand-painted ceramics, hand-
blown glassware, jewellery, wood carv-
ings, antiques and delicious Thuringian
specialities – perfect for browsing.

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Fischmarkt.
By car: Domplatz or Anger 1 multistorey
car park.

Town hall

Fischmarkt 1, 99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 6550

The neo-Gothic town hall on Fischmarkt
was built between 1870 and 1874. Inside
is a series of murals depicting legends,
scenes from Luther’s life and images
from Erfurt’s history. The town hall can
be viewed as part of a guided tour (p. 19).

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Fischmarkt.
By car: Domplatz multi-storey car park.

9

8Elisabeth Chapel Preacher's Church

st. elisabeth's chapel/
st. Nicholas's Tower

Augustinerstrasse, 99084 Erfurt
Contact: Augustinian Monastery in Erfurt

St. Elisabeth's Chapel, a reminder of the
reverence felt for St. Elisabeth in Erfurt,
is located inside St. Nicholas's Tower on
Augustinerstrasse next door to Martin
Luther's Augustinian monastery. 
The secco paintings of the Elisabeth
cycle date back to when the tower was
built in the 14th century, making them
the oldest paintings in Thuringia and
the earliest of any painted depictions 
of the Countess of Thuringia.

Travel information:
Tram no. 1 or 5 to Augustinerkloster

Georgenburse erfurt

Augustinerstrasse 27, 99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 212 6423
axel.grosse@augustinerkloster.de

Martin Luther's living quarters and place
of study from 1501 to 1505
It is widely accepted that Martin Luther,
the Augustinian eremitic monk and great
Protestant reformer, moved into the
Georgenburse as a seventeen-year-old
student in late April of 1501. In the Middle
Ages, most young men pursued their stu-
dies in colleges and halls of residence. 
In addition to being one of Erfurt's key 
Lutheran sites, the Georgenburse is now
an educational centre and meeting place
that also provides accommodation for
pilgrims. It contains a permanent exhibi-
tion on medieval academic studies. 
Access via Michaelisstrasse or Augusti-
nerstrasse.

6

5

Merchants' Bridge



Petersberg citadel

Petersberg, 99084 Erfurt

Petersberg Citadel, the only extensively
preserved town baroque fortress in cen-
tral Europe, was built on the site of a for-
mer Benedictine monastery. It dates from
a time when Erfurt was ruled by the Elec-
tors of Mainz and is a unique example of
the European style of fortress construc-
tion. Beneath the citadel is an under-
ground maze of passageways that can 
be visited on guided tours organised by 
Erfurt Tourist Office (see pages 15 and 16).

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Domplatz.
By car: Domplatz multi-storey car park.

Luther stone

The Luther Stone stands to the east of
Stotternheim. On 2 July 1505 Martin
Luther – then a law student at Erfurt Uni-
versity – was returning to Erfurt after vis-
iting his parents in Mansfeld. He was
making the journey on foot, as students
did in those days, and as he approached
Stotternheim he was caught up in a terri-
ble thunderstorm that put him in fear of
his life. He is said to have cried out:
“Help, St. Anne, I will become a monk.”
The site where the memorial stone now
stands is sometimes described as the
birthplace of the Reformation. 13 days
after the thunderstorm, Martin Luther 
entered the Augustinian monastery in 
Erfurt; he took his monk's vows in 1506
and was ordained as a priest in 1507 (see
also p. 42). In 1917 an Erfurt resident do-
nated a memorial stone of Swedish gran-
ite, which was erected where historical
sources suggest Luther invoked St. Anne's
help. For many years the Luther Stone has
been an important place of pilgrimage
for visitors retracing Luther's footsteps in
and around Erfurt. The site has been re-
designed with open green space, benches
and a shelter. Parking is available for cars
and coaches or you can reach the Luther
Stone by bike via the Erfurt Lakes cycle
route network.

Travel information:
Bus no. 31 to Strandbad Stotternheim

11
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Places to visit 
(no internal viewing)

Woad storehouse
(Waidspeicher)

Waidspeicher Krönbacken Arts Centre
Michaelisstrasse 10, 99084 Erfurt

Waidspeicher Theatre 
(comedy and puppet theatre), 
Mettengasse/ Domplatz 18
99084 Erfurt

In Erfurt's woad storehouses blue textile
dye was once extracted from the dried
leaves of the woad plant.
Woad has been cultivated in the
Thuringian Basin and processed and
traded in Erfurt since the 13th century.

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Fischmarkt or
Domplatz. 
By car: Domplatz multistorey car park.

st. Bartholomew's Tower

St. Bartholomew's Tower at Anger 52 is
the only remaining part of the former
St. Bartholomew's Church, which was
one of the oldest churches in Erfurt
(recorded in 1182).
The original 13th century tower was de-
stroyed by fire and a new tower was
begun in 1412. The carillon dedicated
in 1979 can be heard every day. It has 60
bells, the largest weighing 2,393 kg and
the smallest 20 kg.

Travel information:
All tram nos. to Anger.
Forum car park complex.

13

12

imperial hall (Kaisersaal)

Futterstrasse 15/16, 99084 Erfurt

This was built in 1715 as the university
ballroom. In 1808 Napoleon I and Tsar
Alexander I of Russia met here for the
Royal Congress. A number of famous
artists, including Niccolo Paganini and
Franz Liszt, have performed concerts here.

Travel information:
Tram no. 1 or 5 to Futterstrasse.
By car: Anger 1 multi-storey car park,
Domplatz

Former Governor's 
Residence (statthalterei)

Regierungsstrasse, 99084 Erfurt

Built between 1711 and 1720 and designed
by architect Maximilian von Welsch,
today it accommodates Thuringia’s State
Chancellery.

Travel information:
Tram no. 2 or 5 to Angerbrunnen.
By car: multi-storey car parks in
the city centre.

“haus Zum sonneborn”

Grosse Arche 6, 99084 Erfurt

Today this building is used as a registry
office and for weddings. The magnifi-
cent portal has been preserved through
restoration work.

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Domplatz.
By car: Domplatz multi-storey car park.

16
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spirit of their age: Martin Luther, Master
Eckart, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe,
Friedrich von Schiller, Wilhelm von Hum-
boldt, Johann Sebastian Bach, Tsar
Alexander I and Napoleon Bonaparte.
Buildings such as the cathedral, the Au-
gustinian Monastery and the Imperial
Hall are closely linked with these figures
and have been extensively restored to

give visitors a vivid impression of the
past. If you enjoy retracing the footsteps
of great poets and philosophers, Erfurt is
the place for you. This travel guide has
plenty of ideas to start you off. Please
see this section for more information
and also the sections entitled Guided
Tours, Thuringia Tours, Food and Drink
and Inclusive Packages.

Erfurt is the largest city in Thuringia
and was first mentioned by St. Boniface
in 742. It has a rich tradition as a univer-
sity city with a magnificent cathedral
and important connections with Martin
Luther. As Thuringia’s economic, intellec-
tual, cultural and political centre, Erfurt
has always attracted great individuals,
especially those who influenced the

Famous
individuals

42 |

Martin Luther

Erfurt was the young Luther's spiritual
home. In 1505 he graduated with a Mas-
ters from the university's faculty of phi-
losophy. It is said that a violent storm
close to Erfurt that same year prompted
him to become a monk at the Augustin-
ian Monastery in gratitude for his sur-
vival. Martin Luther stayed in Erfurt
until 1511 and was ordained as a priest in
the cathedral.
Even after he had left the city, he often
returned to preach to enthusiastic
crowds, in the university church (St.
Michael's) for example. It is more than

1 500 years since Luther was a student at
the collegium maius, the old Erfurt uni-
versity's main building, which is now
being restored. On 10 November every
year, Erfurt celebrates Martin Luther's
birthday and remembers St. Martin with
the St. Martin's Festival on Domplatz.

– Augustinian Monastery 
– Cathedral
– Luther monument
– Stadtmuseum (City Museum) 
– Luther stone 

Guided tour, Luther tours, packages,
Thuringia tours, Luther tours, exhibitions

christian Reichart

His work, which lifted horticulture in 
Erfurt to new and greater heights, con-
tributed to the city developing a reputa-
tion in Europe for its flowers and
horticulture. Christian Reichart was an
inspiration for gardeners in Erfurt and a
monument was erected to him in 1867.

– “egapark” gardens
– Museum of Horticulture
– Luisenpark

Guided tours, arts and crafts, 
packages

2

Luther monument

Christian Reichart monumentLuther stone
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Master eckhart

Master Eckhart was an influential the-
ologian, philosopher and mystic  who
joined the Dominican Order in Erfurt at
an early age. After 1294 he became prior
of the Dominican monastery and curate
in Thuringia. Still based in Erfurt be-
tween 1303 and 1310, Master Eckhart was
the first provincial of the Dominican
province of Saxonia. Erfurt's Prediger
Monastery is thought to be the only re-
maining site of his activities.

– Prediger Church and monastery

Guided tours

st. Boniface

Erfurt – “Erphesfurt” – was first men-
tioned in 742 in a letter from St. Boniface
to Pope Zacharias asking him to ratify
the bishopric of Erfurt.

– Cathedral 

Guided tours, city hall

4

3

Johann sebastian Bach

Johann Sebastian Bach was born in 
Eisenach in 1685, a fact which – to this
day – enriches Thuringia's cultural life 
in myriad ways. The Thuringian Bach
Festival, held annually in March and
April, bears eloquent witness to this 
unparalleled musical legacy.
Musical life in Erfurt is greatly indebted
to the Bachs, various members of Johann
Sebastian's family, who were engaged 
as organists and town musicians. 
On the Bach trail: Merchants' Bridge, 
Fischmarkt, Kürschnergasse or Junker-
sand.

– Merchants' Church 
– “Haus Zum Schwarzen Ross”,

“Haus Zum Güldenen Kelch”,
“Haus Zur Güldenen Kanne”

Guided tour, Thuringia tours,
Bach meals, events

Johann Wolfgang 
von Goethe

Erfurt is close to Weimar and it is not
difficult to find traces of Johann Wolf-
gang von Goethe, the great man of
letters, here too. 
A number of buildings in Erfurt have
Goethe inscriptions, for example.
Goethe often travelled to Erfurt, both on
business and privately, and he liked the
city so much that he called it
“Thuringia's Rome”.

– Thuringian State Chancellery
– “Haus Vaterland” 
– Dacheröden House 
– Imperial Hall 

Guided tour, Thuringia tours, 
Goethe meals, souvenirs

6

5 Napoleon Bonaparte

Erfurt's early 19th-century history is 
heavily influenced by the presence of
Napoleon. His legacy is clearly visible 
at Petersberg Citadel, and in the gran-
deur of the Thuringian State Chancellery
where he was resident and where he
welcomed the poet Johann Wolfgang
von Goethe. Napoleon also left his mark
on the Imperial Hall, venue for the diplo-
macy and ceremonies of the European
Congress of Erfurt in October 1808.

– Petersberg Citadel
– Imperial Hall
– Thuringian State Chancellery

Guided tours of the city, 
Petersberg tours

Lucas cranach

One of the most exquisite works of art
inside Erfurt Cathedral is Lucas Cranach
the Elder's 'The Mystic Marriage of St.
Catherine' featuring St. Catherine and
Barbara. This panel painting can be
found in the aisle to the north of the 
cathedral nave. 
It is believed that the painting, which
bears Cranach's signature emblem of a
winged snake but no date, first appea-
red in the 1520s. It was not until 1948
that it was incorporated into a baroque
altar. 
Erfurt's Anger Museum contains further
works from the Cranach studio, inclu-
ding most notably 'Holy Night' and
'Christ Blessing the Children' (1537).

– Erfurt Cathedral
– Anger Museum

Guided tours of the city, 
cathedral tours and anger Museum

Franz Liszt, 
clara schumann, 
Niccolo Paganini

These musical greats gave concerts at
Erfurt's Imperial Hall

– Imperial Hall

sightseeing tours

9

8

7

Imperial Hall

Johann Sebastian Bach



This historical legacy is meticulously
preserved and cared for by Erfurt's
museums. There is a wide range of
exhibitions to discover, from ancient
excavations to contemporary shows.
Group tours of individual museums,
galleries and exhibitions can be
arranged on request.

Erfurt, the capital of Thuringia, has a
history spanning over 1,270 years and a
wealth of historical art treasures.
Over the centuries the city has been a
focal point for art and culture.
Fine arts and crafts in particular have
a long tradition here.

To find out about events and special
exhibitions during your stay in Erfurt,
please request our monthly events
calendar “ERFURTmagazin” by
phoning +49 (0) 361 66400.
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angermuseum 

Anger 18, 99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 655 1640
Fax +49 (0) 361 655 1659

Built in 1705 and once a packing and
weighing house for the Electorate of
Mainz, the Anger Museum is one of cen-
tral Germany's most beautiful secular
buildings from the baroque period. It is
now home to Erfurt's art museum and
has much to offer its visitors: a medieval
collection, a picture gallery (17th century

1

to present day), crafts and historical
rooms (16th century to present day), the
'Heckel room' (containing the most im-
portant surviving murals of German Ex-
pressionism), paintings by Cranach and
a collection of prints and drawings.
There is also a display area for tempo-
rary exhibitions. 

Travel information:
All tram routes, Anger stop.
By car: Forum multi-storey car park.

angermuseum:
Margaretha Reichardt house

Am Kirchberg 32, 99094 Erfurt-Bischleben
Tel. +49 (0) 361 796 8726
Fax +49 (0) 361 655 1659

House where Erfurt Bauhaus weaver
Margaretha Reichardt (1907-1984) lived
and worked, preserved in its original
state. Tour and handweaving demon-
stration available by prior arrangement.

Travel information: 
Bus no. 60 (towards Hochheim)
from Erfurt main railway station (Hbf.)
to Am Kirchberg.
By car: limited parking at the house.

2
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Municipal Museum
“haus Zum stockfisch”

Johannesstrasse 169, 99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 655 5651
Fax +49 (0) 361 655 5659

The museum, in a magnificent Renais-
sance building, presents the history of 
Erfurt from the beginnings to the 1990s.
Over four floors, visitors are given an in-
sight into the many facets of the city's
culture, economic development, politics
and religion, most notably in the perma-
nent exhibition on the momentous years
of rebellion, reformation and revolution. 

Travel information:
Tram no. 1 or 5 to Futterstrasse.
By car: Anger 1 multi-storey car park.

3 Municipal Museum:
Neue Mühle Museum

Schlösserstrasse 25 a
99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 646 1059

Water-mill museum with displays illus-
trating how fodder pellets used to be
processed. 
There are records of a mill at this site 
dating back to the 13th century, but it
burnt down in 1736 and was replaced by
the New Mill (Neue Mühle) the following
year.

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Fischmarkt.
By car: multi-storey car parks in the
city centre.

4 Natural history Museum

Grosse Arche 14
99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 655 5680
Fax +49 (0) 361 655 5689

Erfurt Natural History Museum is housed
in a woad storehouse dating from 1577.
The permanent exhibition (800 m2) 
features Thuringian habitats arranged by
themes: geology, forest, meadows and
town.

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Domplatz.
By car: Domplatz multi-storey
car park.
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„Haus Zum Stockfisch“

Merchants' Bridge

Natural History Museum

Barfüßer Church
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Museum of Thuringian 
Folklore in erfurt

Juri-Gagarin-Ring 140 a
99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 655 5607
Fax +49 (0) 361 655 5609

The former hospital director’s house ac-
commodates the Museum of Thuringian
Folklore, one of Germany's largest folk-
lore museums, which has a wealth of ex-
hibits of rural material culture: furniture,
household items, tools, textiles, glass, 
ceramics, jewellery, religious objects and
folk art and craft. The centrepiece is the
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exhibition “Erfahren-verändern-beharren.
Dorfleben im 19. Jahrhundert” (Learn-
changepersevere. Village life in the 19th
century) and its “century display case”.
Another visitor attraction is the residual
collection of ceramics housed in the
vaulted cellar.

Travel information:
Tram no. 1 or 5 to Futterstrasse,
tram no. 2 to Krämpfertor
By car: parking close by, Anger 1
multi-storey car park

Printing Museum and 
erfurt Municipal Museums 
Residual collection in the 
Benary storehouse

Brühler Strasse 37, 99084 Erfurt
(inside the Sparkassen-Finanzzentrum)
Tel. +49 (0) 361 789 4805

This 19th-century storehouse is home to
the municipal printing museum (histori-
cal letterpresses and artisanal block
printing) and the Erfurt museums resid-
ual collection. It includes the South Seas
collection (utensils, cult objects, jew-
ellery, weapons and an outrigger boat)
from the Museum of Thuringian Folk-
lore, the Kämmerer collection (18th/
19th-century porcelain, furniture and
paintings) from the Angermuseum and
guild chests and small items of furniture
from Erfurt museums.

To arrange a visit: 
to the Printing Museum 
Tel. +49 (0) 361 655 5652
to the residual collection
Tel. +49 (0) 361 655 5621

Travel information:
Tram no. 2 or 4 to Sparkassen-
Finanzzentrum.
By car: Sparkassen-Finanzzentrum
multi-storey car park.

7Museum of Thuringian Folklore
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Foundations house

Krämerbrücke 31, 99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 654 8381
Fax +49 (0) 361 655 6099

The Foundations House (Haus der
Stiftungen) has a permanent exhibition
about the aims and work of the founda-
tion set up for the benefit of the Mer-
chants' Bridge. It also gives visitors an
opportunity to visit the cellar, ground
and upper floors of this restored bridge
house dating from 1578, including a room
with walls of large timber balks. There is
also a wealth of information about the
bridge's history and the renovations –
completed and planned – to the arch
bridge and the bridge houses.

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Fischmarkt.
By car: Domplatz or Anger 1 
multistorey car park.

Forum of concrete art

St. Peter's Church, Petersberg, 
99084 Erfurt, Tel. +49 (0) 361 735 742

International collection of concrete art-
painting, graphics, sculpture and instal-
lations. Permanent exhibition in the
basement and several temporary exhibi-
tions per year on two floors of this for-
mer monastery church, a site of cultural
and historical importance (1103 - 1147).

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Domplatz.
By car: Domplatz multi-storey car park.
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small synagogue
Meeting Place

An der Stadtmünze 4/5
99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 655 1660

Many traces of Jewish culture and her-
itage have survived in Erfurt. Together
with the Old Synagogue, the Small Syna-
gogue is a key part of the 'Jewish Life in
Erfurt' network. Used as a place of wor-
ship by the Jewish community from 1840
to 1884, today the synagogue is a multi-
cultural meeting place with a special
commitment to German-Jewish relations.

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Fischmarkt.
By car: Domplatz / Anger 1 multistorey
car park.

erfurt art Gallery 
(Kunsthalle)
“haus Zum Roten ochsen”

Fischmarkt 7
99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 655 5660
Fax +49 (0) 361 655 5669

Temporary exhibitions of modern art
at the “Haus Zum Roten Ochsen”, which
has a frieze of figures above the ground
floor depicting the Greek muses and the
days of the week.

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Fischmarkt.
By car: Domplatz multi-storey car park.
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10 “Zum Güldenen 
Krönbacken” arts centre 
(Kulturhof )

Waidspeicher Gallery and 
Krönbacken House
Michaelisstrasse 10, 99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 655 1960
Fax +49 (0) 361 655 1613

The woad storehouse in the courtyard is
over 500 years old and is used as a venue
for exhibitions of contemporary art. In
the summer, the main building, a splen-
did patrician house, is also used and
there are concerts, film screenings and
theatre projects in the courtyard. There 
is also a beer garden.

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Fischmarkt.
By car: Domplatz multi-storey car park.

Dacheröden house
cultural Forum

Anger 37/38, 99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 655 1635
Fax +49 (0) 361 655 1613

Still called Dacheröden House today in
memory of Caroline von Dacheröden,
wife of Wilhelm von Humboldt. The
small gallery has temporary exhibitions
of many different types of art.
Dacheröden House hosts a wide variety
of events.

Travel information:
Tram no. 2 to Angerbrunnen.
By car: Forum multi-storey car park.
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St. Peter’s Church

"Krönbacken" Arts Centre



Museums, Galleries, exhibitions |  48

egapark gardens erfurt

Gothaer Strasse, 99094 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 564 3737
Fax: +49 (0) 361 564 3222
www.egapark-erfurt.de
Email: info@egapark-erfurt.de

“Thuringia’s most beautiful garden” has
parkland, gardens (incl. rose garden and
Japanese garden), conservatories, a but-
terfly house, a children’s farm, an adven-
ture playground, a sculpture garden, a
viewing platform and a great deal more.

highlights
April/May Spring flowers in bloom  |
May Azaleas and rhododendrons in
bloom | Late May/early June Irises and
peonies in bloom | June-October 
Hanging basket plants, fuchsia and
geranium displays | June/September
Roses in bloom | July-September
Summer flowers display | August
Illumination festival | August-October
Dahlias | September/October
Great Pumpkin Exhibition |
December Christmas floral exhibition
(Cathedral square)

Travel information:
Tram no. 2 to “egapark”.
By car/coach: parking outside
the main entrance.

14 Thuringia Zoo in erfurt

Zum Zoopark 1, 99087 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 751 880
Fax +49 (0) 361 751 8822

More than 1,100 animals from every
continent (190 species), including African
elephants, white rhinos, giraffes and a
variety of monkeys, are accommodated in
an area covering more than 62 hectares.

Travel information:
Tram no. 5 or bus no. 26 to Zoopark.
By car: parking available.

aquarium at 
Thuringia Zoo in erfurt

Nettelbeckufer 28a
99089 Erfurt
Tel./Fax +49 (0) 361 731 3710

The aquarium is home to 4,000 small
animals of 510 different species.
It also has the most bio-diverse collection
of exotic freshwater fish in Germany and
over 60 species of marine fish.

Travel information:
Tram no. 1 or 5 to Wendenstrasse.
By car: parking on the street outside.
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egapark

Thuringia Zoo

Thuringia Zoo

German horticultural 
Museum erfurt

Cyriaksburg, 
Gothaer Strasse 50
99094 Erfurt, Germany
Tel. +49 (0) 361 223 990
Fax +49 (0) 361 223 9913
www.gartenbaumuseum.de

“The Whole World in the Garden” is a per-
manent exhibition (1,500 m2) inside the
ancient fortified walls of Cyriaksburg
Castle. The exhibition comprises skilfully
arranged thematic areas on all aspects of
horticulture and the art of gardening. 

There are also temporary exhibitions 
for gardeners – amateur or professional –
and everyone who loves gardening. 
The museum is in the heart of the 
“egapark” and is included in the 
“egapark” admission ticket.

Travel information:
Tram no. 2 
to egapark-Haupteingang
(main entrance) or 
tram no. 1 or 4 to Gothaer Platz.
By car: parking at “egapark”
main entrance.

15
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Molsdorf Palace and Park

Schlossplatz 6
99192 Erfurt-Molsdorf
Tel. +49 (0) 36202 90505

The late-baroque Molsdorf Palace and its
beautiful park - also known as the
“Thuringian Versailles” – are in Molsdorf
on the outskirts of Erfurt.
The years 1734 to 1748 were very much
their heyday, when the pleasureloving
Prussian diplomat Imperial Count Gustav
Adolf von Gotter resided here, freely in-
dulging his philosophy of life: “vive la
joie” (long live happiness).

Travel information:
Bus no. 51 towards Molsdorf to 
Schloss Molsdorf;
By car: A4, Neudietendorf exit,
towards Molsdorf.
Parking available at the palace.

18 The andreasstrasse 
Memorial and education 
centre

Andreasstrasse 37a
99084 Erfurt

a place of rememberance with dual 
significance in the heart of erfurt

The Andreasstrasse Memorial and Educa-
tion Centre is situated in Erfurt’s former
Stasi prison. In December 1989,  citizens
occupied the local Stasi headquarters in
Andreasstrasse – a courageous act during
the Peaceful Revolution, turning a place
of oppression into a place of liberation.

Travel information:
Tram no. 3, 4 or 6 to Domplatz.
By car: Domplatz multi-storey carpark

19 Topf & söhne 
place of remembrance –
the auschwitz furnace 
manufacturers

Sorbenweg 7, 99099 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0)361 655 1681
topfundsoehne@erfurt.de

The former headquarters of the firm 
J.A. Topf & Söhne (J.A. Topf and Sons) is
an authentic site of industrial compli-
city in the Holocaust. The firm provided
the SS with high-performance furnaces
to dispose of corpses from the concen-
tration camps and didn't hesitate to
suggest technical solutions for 'optimi-
sing' the slaughter being carried out at
Auschwitz-Birkenau. The site is now a
place of remembrance hosting a perma-
nent exhibition on the firm's history and
other temporary displays. It offers itself
as a place for historically informed re-
flection on ethical aspects of work and
economic activity in today's society.

Travel information:
Bus no. 9 from main station to 
Spielbergtor
By car: parking available
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Erfurt, in the heart of Germany, is a
very rewarding destination for a city
break. It has a rich cultural heritage
but is also vibrant and cosmopolitan.
A university city with plenty to offer
art-lovers, it also has a great club
scene and a lively pub quarter ... 

In this section we pick out some of the
event highlights for you. “ERFURT-
magazin”, our monthly events calendar,
also has details, times and dates for
the full range of events. We are happy
to send you the issue covering the period
of your stay in Erfurt. 

You can also buy tickets for all the event
highlights through our ticket service
Tel. +49 (0) 361 66 40 100
www.erfurt-tourismus.de

ERFURTmagazin –
over 1,000 events at a
glance: arts, churches,
sports, leisure and region

www.erfurt-magazin.info

event
highlights
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March/april:
erfurt Bach Festival/
Thuringia Bach Festival

The focus of the Thuringia Bach Festival
in Erfurt will be music from the 17th and
18th century, with works by the many
members of the Bach family and other
composers of the time.
The programme will also include visits
to the sites where Bach worked and a
short organ recital.

1 March:
Rostkultur – 
Thuringia is all fired up

Rostkultur transforms cathedral square
into a celebration of all things sausage.
It's a unique opportunity to taste Thurin-
gia's iconic rostbratwurst  in all its regio-
nal variations and flavour combinations!
The day ends by sending the bratwurst
flame out on its journey across Germany!

2

Cathedral Steps Festival

Preacher's Church "Bratwurst" festival
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May/June:
Museums Night

Discover the heart of Erfurt's cultural
scene after dark and immerse yourself in
a diverse array of museums and galleries.

June:
Merchants’ Bridge 
Festival

Every year the character Till Eulenspiegel
opens Thuringia’s biggest old town festi-
val, which centres on the Krämerbrücke
(Merchants’ Bridge), the longest bridge
in Europe to have houses and shops built
all along its sides. People in lively and
cheerful mood will be enjoying music
and art with travelling entertainers and
minnesingers, craftsmen and market 
traders in an historic setting.

July /august:
cathedral steps Festival 
Plays

Every summer the Cathedral Steps which
run between the magnificent architectu-
ral ensemble of the Cathedral of St. Mary
and the Church of St. Severus are trans-
formed into one of the world’s most
beautiful festival stages. It is traditional
for the Festival Plays to bring together
artists from all genres in a way which
unites singers, choirs and orchestras,
theatre and ballet. Tickets are always
very much in demand.
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august:
egapark festival 
of lights

Ten thousand candles, flickering torches
and fairy lights shining over the floral
splendour of 'egapark', the Garden of
Thuringia. The highlight is a spectacular
firework display. 

July:
Danetzare
international Folk Festival

A multicultural dance festival, featuring
a host of dance groups and more than
800 participants from all over the world.
The event also promotes Erfurt's values
of tolerance and cultural diversity, as
well as its cosmopolitan flair.
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6 end of august/september:
Monument festival and
european heritage Day

Erfurt's monuments and landmarks are
the city's most precious cultural treasu-
res, and for this week you can discover
them in a new light in a series of guided
tours, events, talks and exhibitions.

september:
Festival of church Music

The Festival of Church Music is at the
heart of events in church music.
Important national an international
artists will be giving their audiences
a flavour of the rich heritage of church
music in various churches in Erfurt.

9
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egapark festival of lights

Merchants’ Bridge Festival Merchants’ Bridge Festival

Folk festival
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10th November:
ecumenical 
st. Martin’s Festival

The traditional St. Martin’s Festival
takes place every year on the evening be-
fore the feast day of St. Martin, 10 No-
vember. It is dedicated not just to St.
Martin of Tours, the city’s patron saint,
but also to Martin Luther.
Thousands of people, including many
children carrying Chinese lanterns, con-
verge on Domplatz (Cathedral Square)
from all directions, in order to be part of
this great event.

10 end of November to 
December: erfurt’s 
christmas Market

Erfurt’s Christmas Market is one of the
loveliest in the whole of Germany and 
is the largest in Thuringia. Erfurt’s me-
dieval old town centred on Domplatz
(Cathedral Square) is the perfect setting
for the specially atmospheric time of 
Advent. You will find traditionally crafts
and Thuringian specialities and also an
enormous Christmas tree decorated
with candles, a crib scene and handcar-
ved, almost life-size figures. There are
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also plenty of showman-like traders. 
A varied events programme is on offer
especially on the Advent weekends.

H I S T O R I C
HIGHLIGHTS
OF GERMANY

      16:10

St. Martin's festival Christmas market



Ecumenical St. Martin’s Festival



ball in the magnificent Imperial Hall or
a comedy performance or puppet show
at Waidspeicher Theatre.
The Alte Oper concert hall has a diverse
programme and comedy buffs will love
Dasdie Live and Dasdie Brettl.

Make plans for your perfect evening
out - whatever your taste. You'll be
spoilt for choice with a spectrum
ranging from Germany's newest theatre
to supercool discotheques.
There's something for everyone: grand
opera at the New Theatre, a glittering

There are also big-name concerts,
cabaret shows and live music of all
kinds. We will be pleased to help
you choose.
Our monthly ERFURTmagazin is full
of ideas and you can book tickets
on Tel. +49 (0) 361 66 40 100.
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erfurt Theatre

Theaterplatz 1, 99084 Erfurt

The new building of the Theater Erfurt
opened in 2003 and may be counted
among the most modern venues in 
Europe. There are around 480 events
each year: operas, operettas, festive 
concerts, ambitious plays and more. 
The Domstufenfestspiele has also made a
resounding name for itself far beyond the
boundaries of Thuringia and Germany.

1 Messe erfurt

Gothaer Strasse 34, 99094 Erfurt

Messe Erfurt offers the very best condi-
tions for conferences , seminars, recep-
tions and evening events. The versatile
multi-purpose hall is one of the key loca-
tions for concert events in Germany. 
Up to 12,000 guests can attend sporting
events, concerts, TV productions avail-
ing of first-class technical facilities.

2

Erfurt Theatre

Erfurt Theatre Messe Erfurt Imperial hall

culture

ERFURTmagazin –
over 1,000 events at a
glance: arts, churches,
sports, leisure and region

www.erfurt-magazin.info
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imperial hall (Kaisersaal)

Futterstrasse 15 / 16, 99084 Erfurt

The building formerly served as the ball-
room, theatre and concert hall of Erfurt
University, and has also been used by a
wealth of famous personalities over the
centuries, including Goethe, Schiller, 
Paganini and Napoleon. Today, the
Kaisersaal as a cultural centre boosts 
a historic atmosphere coupled with en-
chanting flair, providing a stylish set-
ting to grace conferences, balls and
concerts.

Thuringia hall

Werner-Seelenbinder-Strasse 2, 
99096 Erfurt

The Thüringenhalle serves Erfurt as a
venue for cultural and sporting events,
concerts, exhibitions and much more.
Other benefits include its location in 
the south of Erfurt with easy excellent
acoustics and the high level of function-
ality despite its age. 

3
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Dacheröden house 
cultural Forum
(haus Dacheröden)

Anger 37, 99084 Erfurt

Still called Dacheröden House today in
memory of Caroline von Dacheröden,
wife of Wilhelm von Humboldt. The
small gallery has an attractive historical
ambience for music performances,
drama, lectures and meetings, tempo-
rary exhibitions of many different types
of art and hosts a wide variety of events.  
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erfurt Puppet Theatre and 
Kabarett “Die arche” at 
Waidspeicher Theatre

Domplatz 18, 99084 Erfurt

The historical woad storehouse dates
from the mid-16th century and is home to
the Erfurt Puppet Theatre and political
satire cabaret “Die Arche”.  
Puppetry has long been a field in its own
right, combining different art forms and
transforming everything – from human-
like dolls to simple objects – into 'actors'.
Its repertoire ranges from fairytales and
literary classics to modern narrative the-
atre The cabaret shows are almost exlu-
sively  ensemble programmes, most of
which are set to music, and full of popu-
lar humour, enigmatic jokes and cutting
political satire.

alte oper, DasDie  live and
DasDie Brettl

Alte Oper - Gorkistrasse 1, 99084 Erfurt
Dasdie live - 
Marstallstrasse 12, 99084 Erfurt
Dasdie Brettl - 
Lange Brücke 29, 99084 Erfurt

… are 3  cultural, event and congress 
centres where you can enjoy concerts,
varieté and theatre performances and
much more.

engelsburg student centre

Allerheiligenstrasse 20 / 21, 99084 Erfurt

With a vaulted cellar, the oldest stone
house in Germany (1152) and a modern
café area,  the Engelsburg Centre is an
interesting option as a venue and a pop-
ular place for young people right in the
historical city centre.
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Dacheröden House Thüringenhalle

Alte Oper

Alte Oper

Engelsburg

Waidspeicher Theatre



Cyclists and activity holidaymakers
can choose from a wide range of options.
Nearby is the popular Steigerwald,
a 700 hectare deciduous woodland
with 36km of trails including a sports
and walking trail for disabled people.
The Steigerwald is also a wonderful
setting for activities such as running,
walking and Nordic walking.

Give yourself a break from your
everyday routine. Erfurt and
surroundings offer a wide choice of
ways to relax, unwind and take things
easy, with an array of beauty and
wellness treatments for body and soul
as well as more active pursuits,
including climbing tours and archery.

Erfurt also has plenty of parks and
secluded spaces off the beaten track
(Stadtpark, Luisenpark, Dreienbrunnen -
park, Nordpark, Südpark and Brühler
Garten). These offer peace and quiet and
add to Erfurt's reputation as a green
city. The city's lakes are great for
swimming in the summer.
www.erfurt-tourismus.de
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ice skating arena erfurt

Arnstädter Strasse 53, 99096 Erfurt
Service hotline: +49 (0) 361 655 4695
(answerphone)
Fax +49 (0) 361 655 4609
www.gunda-niemann-
stirnemannhalle.de
eissportzentrum@erfurt.de

1

Part of the arena is the Gunda Niemann-
Stirnemann Ice Skating Hall, which is
one of the most beautiful and modern
speed skating facilities in the world. The
400 m oval track and the ice hockey sur-
face offer excellent training facilities for
ice skaters. Ice skates can be rented.

sports &
Wellness

Travel information:
Tram line 1, to Landtag or tram lines 3
or 4 to Tschaikowskistrasse
By car: parking next to the ice complex,
Am Stadion multi-storey car park

Ice Skating Arena

Stadtpark
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avenida Thermal Baths

Am Stausee Hohenfelden
99448 Hohenfelden
Tel. +49 (0) 36450 4490
www.avenida-therme.de
info@avenida-therme.de

The Avenida thermal baths at Hohen-
felden Reservoir leisure park near Erfurt
offer idyllic surroundings in which to
relax and unwind.
The fabulous sauna area has the feel of a
Majorcan village and a wonderful range
of saunas, steamrooms, a tepidarium,
a laconium, even an amazing ice grotto.
In the wellness centre you can choose
from over 30 wellness treatments in-
cluding a back massage, an aromatic oil
massage, a Turkish bath, a hot stone
massage and a Cleopatra bath – every-
thing your heart could desire.
The themed pool area is designed in the
style of the Balearics. It has a very spe-
cial atmosphere, palm trees, a volcano, a
pool bar and “La Paloma”, a stranded
boat. The many other attractions here
include a 300 metre slide park, counter-
currents in the indoor and outdoor
pools, hot jacuzzis, massage jets, geysers
and a toddler's pool. You can play beach
volleyball or table tennis on the sun ter-
race. There is also a pool bar, a sauna bar
and a bistro.
For overnight stays, Hohenfelden Reser-
voir leisure park offers attractive, mod-
ern holiday accommodation in idyllic
surroundings. Leisure facilities include
boat hire, an animal enclosure and a
beach. A stay of 3 or more nights in a 
holiday home here entitles you to a free
visit to the thermal baths.

2 cycling in and around 
erfurt

Two of Thuringia's long-distance cycle
routes lead through Erfurt: the Gera cycle
Route and the Towns of Thuringia cycle
Route.

The Gera Cycle Route connects with re-
gional and nationwide routes. It offers a
range of interesting options: from a short
tour to a long-distance trip from the
Rennsteig trail to the North Sea. The
route runs along the river Gera for around
75 km, passing through varied country-
side with plenty of places of cultural and
historical interest along the way. The
Gera Cycle Route is signposted within
Erfurt.
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The Towns of Thuringia Cycle Route (ap-
prox. 225 km) is an opportunity to dis-
cover the cultural history of the towns of
Thuringia. This route runs straight across
Thuringia from Altenburg, famous for
Skat playing cards, in the east via Gera,
Jena, Weimar, Erfurt and Gotha to Eise-
nach in the west. The Towns of Thuringia
Cycle Route is part of the D4 Route, which
covers the whole of Germany and con-
nects Erfurt to the national cycle route
network.

www.erfurt-tourismus.de

Avenida Thermal Baths

Avenida Thermal Baths

Cycling in Erfurt (Petersberg)

Avenida Thermal Baths



As the whole city centre is a listed site
of historical interest, shopping in the
traffic-free heart of Erfurt is a particular
delight, whether in the typical 1870s
buildings and modern shopping centres
around Anger or in the tiny medieval
half-timbered buildings around the
Merchants' Bridge and Lange Brücke.
Treat yourself to a stroll around Erfurt’s

Erfurt is Thuringia's first choice for
shopping.
Shopping in Erfurt is fun. Its smart
pedestrianised areas with their elegant
shops, shopping malls, department
stores, boutiques, street cafés,
restaurants and relaxing leafy areas
are ideal for an enjoyable browse. 

shopping streets: from Anger over Lange
Brücke bridge to Domplatz and back
via Marktstrasse, Fischmarkt and
Schlösserstrasse or the Merchants'
Bridge and Wenigemarkt. And why not
linger for a while in a Thuringian
restaurant, street café or delightful
beer garden and enjoy the local culinary
specialities?

shopping

58 |

Merchants' Bridge, 
Wenigemarkt, Fischmarkt, 
Lange Brücke and 
surroundings

Today's small boutiques, galleries, anti-
quarian bookshops, woodcarving and
porcelain workshops, pottery and glass-
blowing studios are reminders of just
how skilled medieval crafts were. Articles
produced here make excellent souvenirs
and travel far and wide to new homes in
Germany and abroad.

2anger and surroundings

Anger was originally the market where
woad was traded (“Waidanger”); today it
is the central shopping area for Erfurt
people and visitors alike. Shopping here
is a real pleasure: cafés, restaurants,
large shopping centres, shops and de-
partment stores offer a huge range to
choose from, with something to suit
all tastes and everyone's pocket.

1 Market on Domplatz

If you enjoy the colourful bustle of stalls
selling flowers, fruit and vegetables, you
will love the Erfurt market on Domplatz
in the quaint old quarter, which has nu-
merous market stalls selling popular
fresh Thuringian produce: vegetables,
fruit, meat and flowers. As you wander
around, do make sure you try the genu -
ine Thuringian bratwurst and the local
beer.

3

Shopping centre

MarketAnger

Merchants' Bridge



Holidays for everyone
in eight German regions

We are committed to making all aspects 
of your stay as enjoyable as possible. Take 
advantage of everything that barrier-free 
Germany has to offer.

www.barrier-free-germany.com
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eRFuRT – Travel Guide

German, English

1

All brochures listed may be ordered 
from the Erfurt Tourist Office.
Please use the enquiries form (p. 63) 
or order direct from 
www.erfurt-tourismus.de
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Brochures

eRFuRT – 
accomodation Guide

German, English

2 eRFuRT – conference Guide

German, English

3

erfurt – Folder

German, English,
French, Japanese,
Italian, Dutch,
Russian, Spanish,
Swedish, Chinese,
Korean, Hungar-
ian, Czech, Polish,
Hebrew, Danish

4

DOM UND ST.  SEVERI

GB. St.  Mary 's  Cathedra l  and Church of  St .  Severus I F. Cathédra le  Ste Mar ie  et  

Egl ise  St  Séver i    I . Duomo e chiesa d i  S .  Severo I NL. Mar iendom en Sever i-kerk  

E.  Catedra l  y  St .  Sever i  

WWW.THUERINGER-STAEDTE.DE

ERFURTERFURT

Reiseplaner
2013

    

    
     

    
       

      
  

     
      

     

      
    

    
      

        
       

     
      

       
        

   
      

   
         

    
      

  
      

      
     

      
      

     
     

     
      

    
 

      
    

      
    

     
  

     

   

       
        

      
       

      
      

    
    

     
        

         
    

       
      

   
      

       
        

       
        

        
         
       

     

     
         

      
   

       
        

      
        

    
      

          
       
           

        
      

        
    
      
   

           
     

      
        

       
    

      

 
       
       

  
       
       

  
   

       
       

  

   
       
       

 

  
      

    
    

  
      

    

 
  

      
    

  
      
       

 
       
       

       
       

       
       

    
    

   
  

     

       
       

    

  

    
 

Gastgeberkatalog 
Accommodation Guide
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eRFuRT – for everyone

For people with 
reduced mobility 

German

5 eRFuRT –
a Tour of the historical city

German, English, 
French, Spanish,
Italian, Russian, 
Dutch, Japanese,
Swedish

6



Tel. +49 (0) 361 - 66 40061 |

eRFuRTmagazin

www.erfurt-
magazin.info 
Monthly events 
calendar

German 

8 eRFuRT –
Merchants' Bridge Festival

German, English

9

eRFuRT – christmas Fair

German, English

10 Routes to Luther

Eisenach, Erfurt, 
Magdeburg, 
Schmalkalden,
Eisleben, Weimar, 
Wittenberg
and Torgau

German, English

11 Kulturkalender 
(cultural calendar)

For Erfurt, Jena, 
Weimar and
the Weimarer 
Land region

German

12

an invitation to erfurt

Image Flyer

German, English

13

2013
kultur

kalender

Veranstaltungshöhepunkte

IMPULSREGION I ERFURT I JENA I WEIMAR I WEIMARER LAND

theater
konzerte

ausstellungen
events

Rendezvous in der Mitte Deutschlands

Willkommen
Welcome

erfurt – Garden Tours to the
city of Flowers

German, English

14 erfurt – eating out Guide

German, English

15

Gastronomischer
Stadtbummel
Restaurant Guide

erfurt shopping Guide

Insider Tipps for
Shopping

German

16
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erfurt – excursions to the 
surroundings

more than 80
places for
excursions in
Thuringia

German

17 erfurt citymap

German

18

eRFuRT –
calendar of events

German 

7

Veranstaltungen 
2013
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203,679
4,799 beds are
available in
63 hotels and
guesthouses

10,440

10,277 6,000m2

of Erfurt's egapark are occupied 

by Europe's biggest single or-

namental flower bed

people live in the city 

87,2 km of tram lines

in a
Thuringian
dumpling

students are enrolled in erfurt

marriages a year

81 percent
of Germans, when asked about Thuringia,

responded with the key words:

Rennsteig walking trail
Erfurt Cathedral

Poets
Parks and gardens

Bratwurst sausages

newcomers
in Thuringia's state capital

was the year the great

church reformer Martin Luther asked

to join the Protestant Augustinian

monastery in Erfurt

30
KG

of artefacts comprise the 

Erfurt Treasure on display 

in the Old Synagogue

10,000,000
day trippers visit the

state capital of

Thuringia each year

meals were freshly prepared
each day for the International
Culinary Olympics in October
2012

steps lead up to Erfurt
Cathedral and the
Church of St. Severus

church buildings in Erfurt

9 KiKA-figures from German
children's TV make popular photo
opportunities in the old quarter 

1379 is the founding year of Erfurt 
university, the oldest in modern-day
Germany

1,271 years Jahre of Erfurt history 

1.700
1,064 

babies born each year

1,81384 
kcal77

70



Fax +49 (0) 361 - 66 40 190 or 29063 | enquiries form

enquiry requesting an offer 

Please note: reservations are subject to
Erfurt tourism and marketing board's
Terms and Conditions of Travel.

Please complete the form and send or
fax it to us:

erfurt Tourismus & Marketing Gmbh 
Benediktsplatz 1, 99084 erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361  66 40 - 0
Fax +49 (0) 361  66 40 - 290 or -190

All services and packages are also in the
internet at 

www.erfurt-tourismus.de

You can also send us your enquiry 
by email: service@erfurt-tourismus.de

Name:

Street:

Postcode:

Town:

Country:

Phone:

Fax:

e-mail:

Guided Tours
e-mail: citytour@erfurt-tourismus.de

Public guided tour
Please note the day / time of the 
public guided tour

Guided tour for groups
Preferred meeting point for guided 
group Tour:

Tour name:

Tour number:

Date: 

No. of people:

Time:

Special requirements:

inclusive packages
e-mail: pauschalen@erfurt-tourismus.de

Package name:  

Number:

Arrival date: 

Departure date: 

No. of double rooms:

No. of single rooms: 

Type of accommodation required: 

crafts Demonstrations
e-mail: citytour@erfurt-tourismus.de

Name of the offer: 

Number:

Date:

Time:

No. of people: 

information brochures
e-mail: info@erfurt-tourismus.de

Name of the brochure Number:

Language of the brochures:

Date:

signature:

For information on prices, booking conditions and terms and conditions visit our website www.erfurt-tourismus.de, use this 
enquiries form or call us on +49 (0) 361 66 400



Benediktsplatz 1  .  D-99084 Erfurt
www.erfurt-tourismus.de
service@erfurt-tourismus.de

Guided city tours
Tel. +49 (0) 361 66 40 120
Fax +49 (0) 361 66 40 190
citytour@erfurt-tourismus.de

Ticket service
Tel. +49 (0) 361 66 40 100
tickets@erfurt-tourismus.de

April - December
Mon - Fri 10.00 am - 7.00 pm
Sat 10.00 am - 6.00 pm

January - March
Mon - Sat 10.00 am - 6.00 pm

congresses / package offers
Tel. +49 (0) 361 66 40 230
Fax +49 (0) 361 66 40 199
tagungen@erfurt-tourismus.de
pauschalen@erfurt-tourismus.de

erfurt Tourist information

Benediktsplatz 1, 99084 Erfurt
Tel. +49 (0) 361 66 40 0
Fax +49 (0) 361 66 40 290
info@erfurt-tourismus.de 

April - December
Mon - Fri 10.00 am - 7.00 pm
Sat 10.00 am - 6.00 pm
Sun 10.00 am - 4.00 pm

January - March
Mon - Sat 10.00 am - 6.00 pm
Sun 10.00 am - 4.00 pm

accommodation service
Tel. +49 (0) 361 66 40 110
Fax +49 (0) 361 66 40 280
zimmer@erfurt-tourismus.de

PR
Public relations
Tel. +49 (0) 361 66 40 240
Fax +49 (0) 361 66 40 299
pr@erfurt-tourismus.de

eRFuRTmagazin
Tel. +49 (0) 361 66 40 220
Fax +49 (0) 361 66 40 299
events@erfurt-tourismus.de
www.erfurt-magazin.info

Management
Tel. +49 (0) 361 66 40 200
Fax +49 (0) 361 66 40 290
management@erfurt-tourismus.de
www.erfurt-marketing.de

Publisher, editing, content, text:
Erfurt Tourismus & Marketing GmbH

Layout, typesetting, production:
Gudman Design, Weimar

Printing: Beltz Bad Langensalza GmbH

Translation: LingServe (UK)

Picture Credits: © twoandonebuilding - Fotolia.com, 
B. Neumann, R. Nicolai, H. Szyszka, L. Edelhoff, KI.KA,
TTG/A. Weise. S. Hloucal, Theatersommer e.V. ,Stadtver-
waltung Erfurt, photos by the institutions mentioned in
the brochure/Alte Synagoge Bildnachweis: "Der mitte-
lalterliche Erfurter Schatz", "Die Mikwe am Kreuzsand"
Thüringisches Landesamt für Denkmalpflege und
Archäologie/ "Bibel Erfurt 1", Staatsbibliothek Berlin,
Peter Seidel 

Closing date for editorial content: April 2013

May be subject to change without notice. 

We accept no responsibility for the accuracy 
of the information provided.
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