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Road
The A4 and A71 autobahns meet right 

outside the city and ensure fast connec-

tions from all directions. Together with the 

eastern bypass, they form the Erfurt ring 

road, whose twelve junctions provide rapid 

access to the entire municipal area. 

Air
Due to Erfurt’s location right in the middle 

of Germany, it is close to major German 

airports. Whether you arrive at the airports 

of Leipzig-Halle, Berlin, Frankfurt/ Main or 

Munich – Erfurt is never more than 3 hours 

away by train.
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Erfurt – Travel Information

“Erfurt is in the ideal location, (…) the perfect place for a city (…).”            Martin Luther (1533)

Erfurt’s favourable location at the crossroads of two ancient trading routes has always played a part in its development. It is located right in the 

middle of Germany, halfway between Berlin and Munich. Today the transport infrastructure that serves the city is better than ever before. This means 

your journey here will be fast and easy, whether you use the intercity train station or the excellent autobahn links. The major part of the city centre is a 

pedestrian area. Although Erfurt has an extensive public transport network, people enjoy exploring the city by foot. 

Distance from other  
cities (km, via autobahns)

Distance (km, via autobahns)

Rail
From Berlin via Erfurt to Munich; from 

Dresden to Frankfurt: well over 35,000 

people a day depart, arrive or change at 

Erfurt train station. This makes the city  

a major hub for intercity rail transport at 

the heart of Germany. New high-speed 

routes reduce travel times dramatically  

and are coordinated with connecting 

services, including to the surrounding 

Thuringia region.

InterCityExpress (ICE)  
travel times to Erfurtt
Fast ICE routes from all directions  
make Erfurt the ideal travel hub.



The German writer Arnold Zweig described Erfurt’s old 

town as a “picture book of German history”. And it is true 

that anyone visiting Erfurt will be struck by the tremen- 

dous range of architectural styles. Colourful half-timbered 

houses, narrow cobblestone lanes, gothic churches and 

pretty squares along the Gera River characterize the centre 

of the almost 1.300-year-old town and give Erfurt its medie-

val charm. Much of its original architecture survived the 

Second World War unscathed. Today the old town is one of 

Germany’s biggest single preservation areas. As well as 

ornate patrician houses, delightful medieval buildings and 

any number of churches, the townscape benefits from 

some marvellous historical monuments. Standing side by 

side on Domberg hill, St Mary’s Cathedral and the Church  

of St Severus give the city a distinctive skyline. The two 

monumental churches provide the backdrop for events 

such as the Christmas market and the DomStufen-Fest-

spiele (Cathedral Steps Theatre Festival). Unique in Europe 

is the Krämerbrücke (Merchants’ Bridge) – it is the longest 

inhabited bridge in Europe and completely put together of 

historic half-timbered houses. 

The city was already an important trading hub in the 

Middle Ages, owing to its central location at the crossroads 

of two major European trading routes, the Via Regia and 

the Nuremberg Geleitstrasse. Today, Erfurt is a vibrant 

centre for children’s media, the region’s political hub, the 

location of the German Federal Labour Court and Thurin-

gia’s regional assembly, a successful sporting venue and a 

popular destination for tourists and conference delegates. 

These initial impressions merely hint at how rich and 

varied Erfurt is, and how many aspects there are  

to this long-established yet innovative city.

 >  www.erfurt-tourismus.de

 >  www.erfurt-tourism.com

Welcome to Erfurt, the medieval 
                       state capital of Thuringia

Guided tour: 
Erfurt – A Fascinating History Experience (2 hours)



– For information or booking 

enquiries please contact: 

citytour@erfurt-tourismus.de 

or call +49 361 6640120 – 

Guided tour: 
Tour of the Old Synagogue (1–1,5 hours)

Erfurt’s history is inextricably linked with that of its Jewish 

community. The many sites such as the Old Synagogue, the 

Stone House and the medieval mikveh (ritual bath) are so 

unique that the council has decided to apply for UNESCO 

World Heritage status. 

The Old Synagogue is a cultural and architectural gem.  

It is one of a tiny group of medieval synagogues that have 

remained undamaged and it is the oldest fully intact 

synagogue in Europe. The oldest verified construction 

phase can be dated to around 1100. The Old Synagogue is 

Jewish Heritage brought to life

Guided tour: 
A taste of the city

No stroll around the charming old quarter is complete with-

out popping into one of the many inviting shops. Erfurt is 

Thuringia’s main shopping destination, offering everything 

for devotees of retail therapy, from unique  manufactures 

on the Krämerbrücke, small specialist stores along Lange 

Brücke to the huge modern mall on Anger square. 

There are plenty of places to take a break between pur- 

chases – whether you fancy traditional Thuringian food  

such as the popular ‘bratwurst’ or the Thuringian dump- 

lings, fine German cuisine or international specialties.  

The best way to enjoy the excellent regional cuisine in  

the summertime is outside, where you can listen to the 

sounds of the street musicians and soak up the lifestyle  

and hospitality of the locals. 

Culinary 
  delights and crafts

home to a museum that shows an exhibition on the 

history of Erfurt’s Jewish community in the Middle Ages. 

The standout exhibit is the Erfurt Treasure including an 

exquisitely crafted Jewish wedding ring.



For seven generations, the Bach family dominated musical 

life in Erfurt. From here, their influence spread over all of 

central Germany. Bach’s ancestors, town musicians and 

organists, were the determining factor in the trading 

metropolis of 17th century Erfurt. The first member of the 

Bach family in Erfurt lived in the „Haus zum schwarzen 

Ross“ on Krämerbrücke (Merchants’ Bridge). In 1668, Johann 

Bach’s father, Johann Ambrosius, married Elisabeth Läm-

merhirt, Bach’s mother, in the Kaufmannskirche (Merchants’ 

Church) in Erfurt. Many baptisms, weddings and funerals of 

the Bach family took place in this church. Johann Sebastian 

Bach himself often came to Erfurt for business matters such 

as the inspection of the organ of the Augustinerkirche or  

to visit relatives. The “Bach family days” were welcome 

opportunities for the family to meet up at Erfurt, Eisenach 

or Arnstadt. 

Nowadays, the Thuringian Bach Festival, which takes  

place every March and April, has become a well-established 

tradition. 

The Bach family in Erfurt

Guided tour: 
Through Erfurt in Bach’s footsteps (3 hours, with short 
organ recital in Predigerkirche)

Martin Luther is said to have called Erfurt his spiritual 

home. Luther’s history in Erfurt begins in 1501, when he 

attends Erfurt’s old university, the Collegium maius, to 

study the seven liberal arts. In Stotternheim near Erfurt, he 

is caught up in a thunderstorm, an event that would prove  

a turning point. Fearing for his life, he vows to become a 

monk in return for his safety, and joins the monastery of  

the Augustinian hermits in 1505. The Augustinerkloster 

(Monastery of St. Augustine) in the heart of the old quarter 

is closely linked to Luther’s life and legacy, and visitors from 

around the world flock here to admire this special place.

He begins studying theology and is ordained as a priest at 

St. Mary’s Cathedral in 1507. After leaving Erfurt for a 

position in Wittenberg, he returns again and again to 

preach to his enthusiastic followers in the churches 

Augustinerkirche, Michaeliskirche, Barfüßerkirche  

and Kaufmannskirche.

There are many opportunities in Erfurt to walk in the 

footsteps of the leader of the Reformation and to explore 

his life in the medieval city.

In Luther’s footsteps

Guided tour: 
Martin Luther in Erfurt 
(2 hours, also available in costume)



Looking up from Domplatz (Cathedral Square), it is 

Petersberg Citadel that catches the eye. This is one of the 

biggest and best-preserved baroque fortifications in a 

European city centre. The ascent via the fully accessible 

panorama trail is more than worth it for the amazing views 

alone. At the top, you learn all kinds of interesting facts 

about the city and the citadel in the visitor centre. 

Embark on a journey through time: The exhibition in the 

Kommandantenhaus (Commander’s House) explores the 

citadel, its history and other parts of the fortification using  

modern and artistic elements. The focus is on interactivity, 

with multimedia exhibits such as video installations, 

sounds, infographics and models helping you to engage 

with the citadel’s eventful past. A particular highlight are 

the mysterious passageways beneath Petersberg fortress 

that can be explored with an expert guide.

Petersberg Citadel

Guided tour: 
Guided tour through the  Petersberg Citadel (1 hour)

Guided tour of the exhibition:  ‘The Petersberg – an exciting journey through time’: Guided tour through the  Petersberg Citadel (1 hour)



Erfurt’s cultural life is as rich and varied as the arts them-

selves. Theatre and opera, museums and galleries, cabaret 

and festivals as well as a host of private events – the regio-

nal capital offers its residents and visitors a wide selection 

of arts and entertainment to suit every taste and budget.

Thüringer Bachwochen (Thuringia Bach Festival)

The Thuringia Bach Festival is one of the major music festi-

vals in central Germany. Johann Sebastian  

Bach’s works are performed in authentic Bach 

locations as well as in modern venues. 

> Date:  every year in spring (March/ April)

Krämerbrückenfest (Merchants’ Bridge Festival)

The Merchants’ Bridge festival is a celebration of life in  

the Middle Ages, its arts and crafts. It is carried out on  

and around the Merchants’ Bridge in the historical centre  

of town. Music, entertainment and handicrafts all add to 

the unforgettable atmosphere. There is music  

and song as artisans sell their wares, knights  

do battle and hearty food is served. 

> Date: third weekend of June

DomStufen-Festspiele (Cathedral Steps Theatre Festival)

The Cathedral Steps Theatre Festival is a summer highlight 

for visitors from home and abroad, transforming the  

70 steps between the cathedral and  

St Severus Church into an open-air stage  

for opera and musicals.

> Date:   three weeks in July/ August 

Cultural summer in Erfurt

In summertime, the picturesque old town features various 

cultural offers for every taste at unique venues. Impressive 

settings such as churches or museums form the back-

drop for entertaining open-air theatre performances and 

concerts such as the Fête de la Musique and the Summer 

Theatre at the Barfüßerkirche. 

In September, winegrowers from different vineyards invite 

into the romantic town of Erfurt. The wine festival offers 

the opportunity to combine good wine with decent food 

and great music in front of the impressive scenery of  

St. Mary’s Cathedral.

Erfurt’s traditional Christmas Market

Erfurt’s Christmas Market is one of the loveliest in the 

whole of Germany and is the largest in Thuringia. Erfurt’s 

medieval old town centred on Domplatz (Cathedral Square) 

is the perfect setting for the especially atmospheric time  

of Advent. You will find traditional crafts and Thuringian 

specialties as well as an enormous Christmas tree decora-

ted with fairy lights, a crib scene with hand-carved, almost 

life-size figures and a traditional wooden  

Christmas pyramid from the Erzgebirge moun-

tains. A varied events programme is on offer 

especially at the Advent weekends.

Culture at its best
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Messe Erfurt, the city’s trade fair and exhibition centre, is one 

of Germany’s most attractive and can accommodate up to 

6,000 people during conferences and congresses. A new 150-

room hotel located right next door provides accommodation 

at its most convenient. 

Organisers can choose from a wide range of entertainment 

and other events to complement their conferences. What 

could be more memorable than an atmospheric midnight con-

cert in the Cathedral, a conference party at the new Zentral-

heize venue or a guided walking tour with historical figures? 

Venues such as Erfurt Theatre, the banqueting suite at the  

Town Hall, the speed skating arena and egapark’s Danakil  

desert and jungle centre all provide unique settings for events.

Erfurt is an inviting destination for conference delegates as 

well as tourists. Not only does Erfurt boast a central loca- 

tion and easy accessibility, it also has purpose-built confe- 

rence facilities, a host of tourist attractions and about 70 

hotels from low-budget group accommodation over small 

boutique hotels to 4*-hotels to suit every budget and taste. 

Added to which everything is within easy reach; the trade 

fair and congress centre is just 15 minutes from all city-cen-

tre hotels by tram. Professional conference organisation 

ensures that all delegates immediately feel at home. The 

conference venues are as diverse and remarkable as the city 

itself. Erfurt’s modern multifunction arena, the Steigerwald 

stadium, hosts both sporting occasions and other events. 

The arena accommodates 18,500 football fans as well as up 

to 2,000 people in its conference areas.

The Kaisersaal (Imperial Hall) is one of the oldest event 

centres in Europe and offers an effective combination of 

historical setting and state-of-the-art facilities. 

The Augustinerkloster (Monastery of St. Augustine), an impor- 

tant Lutheran site, provides the opportunity to hold a con- 

ference in a medieval venue whose conference rooms around  

courtyards and cloisters create an exceptional ambience.


